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THE 

PREFACE 

TO T H B 

READER. 

AS there is fo grezit k variety 'in'tKe 
^ ^ difpofitions and opimon^ o,f\m6n^ it 
is no wonder that I differ, from, rajaay 
Others, in my opinion relating 'to' the me- 
thod and ftile of moft modern writers, both 
. in profe and verfe ; moft authors, efpecially 
poets, afFefting a lofty, florid manner of 
: exprelEon, filled with fuch words and phra- 
fes, as common readers feldom underftand, 
^nor have many times, as they read, oppor- 
tunity to confider the true meaning of, and 
therefore do but imperfcftly conceive the 
author's intent^ 



I cbnfefs, I have but too frcquentTy 
met with poetry ver^ grateful to the ear, 
full of wit and imagination, adorned with 
pblite learning, elegant difHon, and beauti- 
ful fimilies, which, like mufic, while it de- 
Jigdts the ear, conveyed to me no inftruc- 
tion in morality, no information in reli- 
gion, no encouragement in virtue, nor 
any profitable amafement, being fo full of 
*• :coinage^ and ipy.^ption, and fo deftitute of 

• *'*ea1*1trath,'{I«aLit^s: wafting money to pur- 
••• • • , 

cb^e iiy 4!^^'{9fing time to read it. 

*_•*•• •••••• • 

*, • ••• 

For tfieTe*fc2nons I have wrote the fol- 
lowing (beets in as plain and explicit a 
manner as 1 coutd, avoiding every imagi- 
nary, and flighty mode of expreffion; part- 
ly for my own amufement, but more for 
the benefit and real inftruflion of fuch per- 
fons to whom I wrote, without any interim 
lion then of ever publifliing them ; but 
having lately more fuUy confidered the 



( V ) 

condition of die numerous .Jiopeful youth 
in our fociety, and the aftivity of young 
minds, and how defirous they moftly arc 
of anoufement in reading (and cfpecially of 
vcrfe) and how few profitable things they 
are likely to have fall in their way, I 
thought it my duty rather to expofe my- 
fel£ to the cenfure of the critic, than with- 
hold any inftru^lion from the religious 
or deferving youth. 

I^know that neither the fubjeSs, norktie 
mode in which I have treated them, will 
fuit the wanton tafte of the irreligious and 
vainly polite reader ; but the fimplicity of 
the ftile beft became my profeffion, and 
the gravity of my fubjefls ; and if they are 
read by people well difpofed (to whom 
only truth is acceptable) fuch may, I hope, 
be in fome degree profited ; it is to the 
perufal of fuch I recommend them ; and 

A 2 
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if they prove of any advantage and ec 
cation to any of thefcj my end ia p 
fcrving them will be anfwered ; fiich i 
ders, I hope, will long be found in 
family^ and among my chil'dren and th 
ofEspring. 

John F r ^ 

Sutton-Benger in Wilts,, 
the 25th. of the third 
Month, 1774^ 
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SELECT POEMS, &Cr 



To a Friend on Retirement, 



•17^,Qq1tl'ft thou, my friend, in life's fliorl 

''^ ftagebebleft, 
A\id'after death enjoy eternal reft ; 
Or'dbft thou in the truth a growth defircj 
Then I advife thee often ta retire 
'Into fome lonefome undtfturbed place ; 
"Wherein thou may'ft have leifurc, well to 
trace 

Thy inward fteps, and juftly contemplate 
Upon thy paft, as well as prefent ftate y 
Then may'ft thou plainly fee, as in a glafs, 
How thefe thy few^ uncertain moments pafs : 



( to J 

And if thou (ind% that thou haft mifs'd tlr^ 
way, 

I then exhort thee eamettly to jw-ay 
(In foul at leaft) to him, who, by his pow'r^ 
Will be thy helper in a trying hour; 
And thus thou may 'ft, by his affiftance, be 
Enabled to advance from one degree 
Unto another, 'till thou conl'ft at laft 
To fee the combats of thy warfare paft ; * 
Which in due time will be accompliflied. 
And thou from doubts and fruitlef& .thoughts 
be ledrf '."^^-v- 

Thus may'ft thou come atfuredly to findy 
The fweet enjoyment of a peaceful -mkidr;' 
And tho' affliCWons nuiy thy fouF furfound, • 
Yet let thy patience underneath abound ; . 
Be not'with trouble orer-much difmay'd, . 
But truft in God, and he will be thy aid ; 
Make him thy bofom friend, and he will be 
On all occafions nigh to counfel thee. 



. A Contemplation in Affxictxov» 
I. 

GREAT is my pain, and preffing the 
. diftreft, 
?yhich doth my mind with pondVous weight 
opprcfs. 
And fiUs my foul with grief: 
' And great the burden of that penfive load, 
^^bich in my heart has taken its abode. 
And fuffers no relief. 

II. 

But greater far the power that's often near^ 
' And underneath fupporting thofe that fear 

His great and worthy name ; 
Upon him therefore may I ftill rely. 
And to him now for ftrength and help apply^ 

From whence it ever came, 

III, 

Who never yet forfook the pure in heart, 
Who from his righteous, law dare not depart* 



f 
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Nor fly to man for aid ; 
For they who always, aft upright and jufti . 
And in the Lord alone do put their truQ^ 

Need never be afraid. 

IV. 

Though death and hell may often feein tojoinj 
And wicked men jtogether may Combine, ' 

The righteous to opprefs ; ' 
Thofe various trials and affliflions here, 
Though for the prefent they may feem fevercj 

Will tend to righteoufnefs. 

N. B. The firft fix lines were written in 
time of great diftrefs of mind, and the reft 
when it was removed^ 

An AL>rt ABinc AL Acrostic^ 
compofed for the Ufe of Schools. 

AL L mortal men that live muft furely 
die ; 

B ut how, or when, is hid from human eye 
C onfider then thy few uncertain days ; 
D clay no longer to amend thy ways, ' 
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£ nff^ thy heart . to fervc the Lord in love ; 
F or all his ways, the ways of comfort prove. 
G rant to tfayfelf no time for vain ddigfat ; 
H ate all that's wrong, and love to do (he 
right, 

I n ail thou ever doft, a3 in God's fear ; 

K eep (till the tboughj^of death and judg- 
ment near, 
earn to avoid what thou believ'ft is fin ; 

M ind what reproves or juftifies within. 

N o a£i is good, which doth difturb thy 
peace ; 

O r can be bad, that makes true joy increafe, 
P revent the lofs of time, be timely wife ; 
Q uench not the fpirit, all its teachingj prize. 
R ely alone upon that power, that can 
S ubdue the pride and haughty looks of man ^ 
T his heavenly power is that \^hich fanftifies 
U nto the Lord the heart that's^ truly wife : 
W ait for it then, in it fuch wifdonjt is, 
J[ enophon's wifdom folly was to this ; 
Y ea this, if 'tis obey'd, will-^xW the youth 

Z eal for the Lord, and lead inta all UiUh. 
B 
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A Contemplative Retrospection 
I. ^ 

WHEN I my early days furvey. 
And view the time that's paft awa; 
The leafon of my youth ; 
Review the mercies of the Lord, 
When be did firft to me afford 
- The knowledge of his truth ; 

Ih 

Such caufe I find for thankfulnefs, 
As I by words can ne'er exprefs ; 

Such caufe to praife his name, 
Who gave to me from day to day 
The further knowledge of his way, 

/^nd led me in the fame, 

III. 

Who knowing then my childifh ftate, 
Did in cdmpaffion on me wait, 

His pleafure to reveal ; 
And by his light that ftone within. 
Both what was good, ^nd what was fin, 

Did not from me conceal ; 
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IV. 

But in his mercy helped me 

The fnares of fin and death to fee, 

Alfo to fhun the fame; 
And by his grace aflForded ftrengih 
To "overcome the fame at length, 

Thro' him from whence it came, 

V. 

Tis by this power of God alone 
: Man's faving help is only known, 

To fliun the ways of fin ; 
His reafon can't this work effed, 
;Nor all his wifdom him dire6t. 

Or give him ftrength within. 

On Contentment. 




R T thou, O man I.poffeft with ground 
^ lefs fear ? 



Do things on earth to thee confus'd appear ? 
Do grief and forrow now thy foul furround, 
And new diftreffes every day abound ? - 
Art thou thereby extremely tofs'd and vex'd, 
And ftiU with crofs occurrences per^jlex'd 2 
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Suftain afrefli fome unexpefted lofs, 
And all thy efforts meet a fudden crofs ? 
Doll thou complain to give thy forrows ven, 
And all thy thoughts conclude in difcontient 
Confider then "what i$ the cauie of this. 
Why ev'ry thing is wrong, why all amifs ; 
Exainioe firft the fecrets of thy heart, 
And weigh thy conduft well in every part j 
Perhaps from thence fome caufe of difcontei 
Doth oft arife, which yet thou may'ft prevenl 
'Tis bafe to look without, and lay the blame 
On things around thee, and fuppofe it came 
From chance or fortune^ or the wickednefs 
Of this deceitful world, .which more or lef 
Difturbs thy mind, and often J>reaks thy reft 
And fo from thence thou think'ft thou art 
oppreft. 

Perhaps fome pleafing fin> fome darling vicq 
To their embraces do thy mind emke ; [Ic 
Bia when they're paft, thou [o6n may'ft r^col 
Thy recent faults, and oa thy felf refle&s. 
But not repent ; and let thy peevifin)ef& 
Perverfely fill thy foul with new diftrefei 
Which to fuppre£sj do not tby&lf exert^ 



( 17 ) 



Nor, by repeating, ftudy to avert ; 
Nor by extremes of trade, or hopes of gain, 
Vainly attempt contentment to attain ; 
Nor can'ft thou by exceflive drinking be 
Made from thy reftlefs cogitations free. » 
But when thefe fail, if thou purfueft thy flight. 
And feek'ft contentment in fome vain delight. 
Some foothing pleafures in the ways of fin. 
Entering the gate that's wide, and walking in 
The way that's broad, which to deftruflion 
leads, 

' And for fuch liberty too often pleads ; 
Pleas'd with the fportive path, the jovial croud, 
The vain, the bafe, the covetous, the prpud. 
The mimic Chriftian, who can fing, or pray. 
Or drink, or fwear — and who from day to day 
Talks of religion, though he knows it not, . 
Pretends to duty, though he has forgot 
All who obferve it muft thefe ways forfake, 
Repent, amend, and daily drive to {^ke 
A daily crofs, to crucify the will 
(That men by nature ftudy to fulfih) - 

I • 
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Can'ft thou, O mart ! by this expefl; to find 
A lafting comfort to thy toffed mind ? 
Were heaps of riches thine, would all theft 
pleafe ? [eafe 
Would pride, or pleafure, give thee laftinj 
Willlill thefe things thy cravings fatisfy ? 
Canft thou -attaiit to true content thereby ? 
.No ! furely no ! thefe cannot eafe thy, grief 
Nor give thy anxious foul the leaft relief. 
The fordid mifer can't be fatisfied. 
Nor fafhion-feekers ever pleas'd with pride 
The pleafure-hunter ne'er could find the fcer 
Nor fading pleafures ever give contents 
Whilft men are feeking where it can't be foun 
And vicious paifions in their hearts abound. 
Repeating fin wiU ne'er afford relief, 
Nor vicious ways extenuate thy grief : 
Vain recreations will increafe the weight 
Of thy diftreffes, which remain fo great i 
All things without th^e never can appeafe 
I Thy fears and doubts, or give fubftantial eaft 
Turn thee from thefe in time and feek the Xoi 
Who by his grace will faving help afford ; 
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He only can thy ruffled thoughts prevent. 
And give thy foul the balfam of content; 
Which never can be found in earthly things, 
Thefe fow the feeds from whence thy trouble 
fprtngs : 

Strive then, in time, to enter at the gate 
Which to the carnal mind alone is ilraight; 
And tread the path that's narrow to the mmd 
That is to fin and wickednefs inclined ; 
But is indeed a mod delightful way 
To all that do the will of God obey ; 
A way of peace, and mod refin'd delight 
The path of wifdom, as a Jhining lights 
Which, if regarded, would thy fteps invite 
To travel forward in this holy way, 
That leads thee forward, to the perfeH day. 
The man whofe mind is truly fanftify'd. 
And wean'd from ri<5hes, pleafure, pomp and 
pride, ' [heart, 
Who knows the Lord, and loves him in hi$ 
He has contentment in the inward part ; 
Which all mankind, who live in wickednefs^ 
Cannot conceive^ or any wife pofTcf** 



( 20 )^ 

O that the fourcc thereof was underftood ! 
And men both knew and fought their. chiefefl 
good; 

Then fears and doubts would fwiftly difappea 
And humble mortals meet with comfort here 
For he that fears the Lord, and knows his min< 
In all conditions to his will refign'd, 
Will find a crofs is always for the beft, 
And true fubmiffion is the way to reft : 
What he enjoyeth, whether more or lefs, 
' He thinks it is a favor to poffefs ; 

For he that has but food and rannent here. 
Who ferves the Lord, and walketh in his fear 
Or he that is with needful comforts hleft, 
And ufes well the bleflings here poffefs'd ; 
Or he that doth the greateft riches (hare. 
And yet diftributes with his utmoft care. 
The frefh increafe with which he doth abounc 
And to the giver ftill is thankful found ; 
Thefe blefs the giver both of life and health ; 
To him fubmit, who can difpofe of wealth, 
Where wealth is good; where apt to captivate 
Has kept them fafer in a lower ftate,. 
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What he dUpofes ever is for good^ 
And fo to fuch it's always underftood : 
This acquiefcence tends to happinefs^ 
And brings fuch comfort as they can't exprefs. 
No murmurs then, no doubts, no needlefs fear^ 
What Providence allots, fuch freely bean 
This difpofition always will prevent 
The rife and growth of thanklefs difcontent 

Thus much I can with thankfulnefs exprefs^ 
Haflf been my chiefeft Audy to pofifefs j 
What heaven beftow'd on me, or to me lenc^ 
Has hitherto afforded me content ) 
Tm atl his bounty. What I fiurthcr crave 
Is but to manage wifely what he gave ; 
That thefe enjoyments may be rightly us'd. 
And not by me, or mine, at all abus'd ; 
That we may not, like to the thoughtlefs aroud| 
Be avaricious, fordid, grand or proud : 
Nor dare I once to think, if I had more 
I'd be content ; but never can before. 
What is enoughn' Why, as the fool exprcffes, 
A tittle more than what a man poIfelTes. 
Is this the cafe ? Of fome perhaps it may ; 
Not of the truly wifci I dare to fay. 
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The fool at diftance fixes happinels. 
And well he may ; 'tis what he tan't poITefs t 
For 'tis the portion of the righteous here. 
Who dwell in humble gratitude and fear ; 
Thefe find the pearl of price, the precious gem 
Superior to an earthly diadem. 

On Happiness,, 

nPH AT there's on earth a ftatc of happinefi 
To be attain'd unto, which few poffefs, 
The different aims and views of men declare 
They think it's to be found, but know not 
where : 

The poor fuppofe it's only found in wealth ; 
The weak and fickly fay, it lies in health ; 
The rich conceive it dwells among the poor, 
(Who don't the want of needful things de- 
plore;) 

The barren pair imagine 'tis poffefs'd 
By all who are with num'rous offspring bleft : 
Byt they that have them, think the anxious* 
care 

Increafing children bring, too great to bear ; 
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rhe hurried tradefmaa thinks he fliould ad- 
mire 

V ftate of eafe, could he bj^t once retire [tent; 
Frpm commerce free ; with needfuls be con- 
But when he tries it, cannot but lament 
His fituation thus without employ, 
A life of dulnefs, which he can't enjoy. 
The gay and airy think it's found in fport, 
When they with .eagernefs in crouds refort 
Tq hunting, racing, cocking, baiting, where 
They look for happinefs, but 'tis not there 
Spme pleafure gardens haunt, and hope to 
. find 

Some new amufement pleafing to the mind : 
Here they expofe their folly and attire. 
That the deluded croud may them admire ; 
While others lavifli time and wealth away, ^ 
tn mufic, mirth, or dancing, fpend the day,- 
rhe night in drinking, mafquerades, or j 

play : J ' 

Some vilely fpend in wantonnefs the night, 
find fome in wafteful gaming take delight ; 
Some think it's found in riot and excefs, 
\nd others feek it in their drunkennefs : 
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Some to the play houfei frequentty repair. 
And hope to find it, but it is not there : . 
Jn thefe purfuits iM happlnefs can be. 
Nor they obtain the ftate they long to fee. 
The mifer next, the poor.rich needy man. 
Gets with bis might, and faves it all he can 
He thinka himfelf fupcrlatively wife, 
Arid others foHies can with fcom defpife : 
Laments their evils, but behold ! mean whi1< 
Upon his bags and bonds delights to fmile ; 
He, with abhorrence, fhuns extravagance. 
And hates the mode that's newly^rought fro 
France ; 

Adipires his wealth, efteettis it happiriefs 
That he can here his darting gold polfefs ; 
So deep the love of this has pierc'd his heart 
He craves yet more, and loth from this t< 
part : 

i'or food and raiment fome he muft expend 
Biit ftill refolves to fave it in the end ; 
Mean things will wear, becaufe he can't affoi 
To ufc his pelf, or take it from his hoards 
No aQ; of friend{hip--rrno beneficence 
Can he at all to the diftrefs^d dlfpenfe i 
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Nor well afford himfelf fuch things to eat, 
As nature wants, or prudence thinks are meet. 
But time, O cruel time ! will Aide away, 
The captive mortal muft not with it ftay 
Longer, to own the things he cannot ufe. 
Nor let another fliare— 

If I this madnefs further may expofc. 
My thoughts upon it I fliall thus difclofc : 
When little children gather pebble-ftones 
To lay. on heaps^ and each his treafure owns, 
To raifc their heaps one quickly loads his hat, 
Another holds her lap, and fills up that ; 

. But when they're tir'd they call 'em all away. 
At this we fmile, and call it children's play : 
But when" we fee wife men, like children, drive 
To gather wealth, and evVy way contrive 
To grafp together what they cannot ufe, 
How can we fuch in any wife excufe ? [they, 
Much worfe than children, far more foolifh 

]■ Thefe aft in earneft— theirs is only play. 

Ttlus men, alas! of happinefs are cheated. 
And all their fearches after it defeated ; 
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,Wbo fly the hand that vrould their iktilw ;| 
chaftife, 

And ftop the ears to him that wduld adfVife j * 
Who clofe their eyes to him this^t gave ttem^ 

:fight, 

And chpofe thick darknefs rather than the ligl^ 
Left in the light it fully fliould appear- 
They muft begin to live in godly fear, r. 
And learn to take and bear a dgily crofs, :? 
And for each fin endure a juft remorfe % 
That on the neck'of luft becomes a yoke. 
And flays its vitals with a friendly fl:rQke, ; ] 
' No happinefs can be on e^irth pbtain'd, ■ 
Until the l^lefling of the Lord be gain'il^ 
^Till men begin to learn bis holy fear, 
And by his bleffed counfel daily fteer; 
Thefe men alone attain that happinefs, 
Which all the wicked never can poffefs ; 
For they that fquare their lives by his di. 
•rc&ion. 

Will never fail of counfel and proteftion j 
Then truly happy thofc who rightly know 



f his fource and fpring of happincfo bclow^ ' 
(Vhich is defcended only from above, 
\nd is the earneft of the Father's love ; 
\ Fore-taftfe here of evertafting blifs> 
WThich all the truly faithful never mifs : 

vain delights^ no pleafures fuch defire ; 
^or riches here : their thoughts are raifed 

higher - . 

rhan earthly things, and fix! ott God abave^ 
Who i$ becprac the objeft of their love^ 
rhcir chief delight, their hope, their greateft 

good, 

though not by carnal man fo underftood^ 
Tis the redeem'd alone who do poffefs 
Whilft here below) this ftate of happinefs, 

A Father*s Advice to hi$ Sqn, in 
relation to Marriage, &c^ 

I* N all thy ways acknowledge Jiim 
P" Who made and formed thee ; 
iLnd as he has the fov'reign pow'r, 
[ Thou .Ihould'ft a fubjeft be. 

Let not thy will oppofe bis will, 
1 But to it itill fubmit; 
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Let him thy future ftcps direfty ' 
As he fliall fee is fit. 

^or he alone has pow'r to blefs 
With health, or length of days > 

Or bring to nothing thy defigns^ 
And blaft thee in thy ways. 

In all affairs of confequence, 

His counfel afk in fear. 
To fhew thy courfe, dire^l the ^ind. 

And as thy pilot fteer : 

And then thou wilt be fure to mifs 
Thofe rocks or fhoals of fand, 

On which fome lofty veifels daffi, 
Or in a temped firand. 

Be confcious of thy want of ffrength, 

Forefrghi, or penetration, 
To judge of the event of things. 

Or guefs at their duratiojn. 

As marriage is God's ordinance. 
Let him point out the way. 

And by the teachings of his grace, 
His mind therein convey--* • 
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To bring the objeft to thy miad 
With nearnefs of afFe8ion, 

Which will a lading union form, 
And gain Divine protcftion. 

This union is more ftrong by far 
Than all the pow'rs of death, 

And will preferve the pious pair 
In comfort here on earth ; 

Yea, bleffings from the heavens above 
Will on fuch fouls defcend ; 

And bleflings of the earth beneath, 
As they on him depend : 

So will the blefBng of the Lord, 
That maketh rich indeed! 

Such ardent feekcrs. fatisfy, 
And far their hopes exceed. 

This way I took — thefe fteps we trod, 
This by experience know. 

That great advantages indeed 
From this dependance How. ' 
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I therefore rfccommend to thee 

This fafe, unerring viay, 
Which, if thou art concem'd to feek, 

Thou wilt not go aftray. 

To a You^G Woman. 

OHALL youth, endow'd with more th 
^ common fenfe, 
Adorn'd with beauty, wit, and eloquence 
Be w.ith fuch bright, fuperior talents blef 
As by the vulgar feldom are polfeft;' 
And favor'd alfo with a perfefl: fight 
Of real duty, from an inward light : 
Receive fugh bounty from the Donor's han 
And yet not duly think, nor underftand. 
Why thefe are lent, and how the obligatioi 
AlFefts us all in every difF'rent ftation ; 
And (hall we not to him devote our days, 
To ferve him truly to exalt his praife : 
And flee from all appearances of evil, 
With all the fly delvfions of the devih 
The yputhful liijls thai war againjl the foul 
That evermore its happinefs controul? 



*Tis things celeftfal fblid comforfs give, . . 

And yield that vital ftrength by which we live. 

Can lefs than this the hungry foul fuffice, 
Or fatiate the mind that's truly wife ? 
Or can jt any perfeft good poffefs 
In modes of worfhip, or in modes of drefs ? 
Far be it from th' enlighten'd humaii mind, 

^ In things below, a lafting peace to find. 
Our fearches then fliould ever be employ 'd 
hfttking him^ who when alone enjoy 'd, 
Admits no further fearch ; the chitfejl good^ 
When thus polfefs'd, is amply underftood. 
All things terrene, efteem'd as dung and drofs^ 
And all that keeps us back from him, a lofs; 
Alofs indeed ! What greater lofs than this. 
To lofe the time of gaining endlefs blifs. 
Of peace depriv'd, from whence true hope 

commences, 
Merely to pleafe and gratify our fenfes; 
Confider this, and let this rneditation 
Become the fubjeft of thy contemplation. 
May he that is the oply fource of joy [ploy ; 
Become thy choice; thy future thoughts em- 
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Of fading: thmgs below tfe glory ftain. 
Which often to the mind occafiod pain* 
M ay he in awful fear thy fkeps direQ:, 
And from the fnares of death thy foul protc 
And grant thee here on earth a fextlement^ 
In fu'ch a marriage as affords content ; 
To one united^ who devotes his life 
To ferve his God, and to oblige his wife ; 
And thou unite with him in that concern^ 
And both as one your duties jointly learn ; 
So will you be together furely bleft. 
And be entitled to eternal reft. 
May peace and comfort crown thy futun 
days, 

And fill thy foul with everlafting praife. 

On Ingratitude. 

SHALL mortal man receive his vital brei 
.And be the fteward of the fpacious eart 
And for his ufe apply its fole increafe, 
Feed on the grain, and clothe him with tl 
fleece: 

Gather the clutters of the fruitful vine, 
Comprefe its juice, and fill himfelf with win< 
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Eat the delicious fruit of every kincf. 
Which he around the rolling globe can find j 
At pleafure work/or kill^ the (lately ox, 
^ And eat the lamb that has efcap^d the fox ; 
From the induftrious bees their honey take. 
And fpoil thdfe combs he has not fkill to make ; 
Whole families dcftroy, to take away 
All they could fave, by lofing not a day ; * 
In which they could from danger life fiiftain^ 
From froft or fhow, from wind, from hail, ot 
rain ? - [fport^ 

With hunting hares and flags fhall men make 
j And after them ^ith eagernefs refort; 
' And for diverfion thus the creatures ufe ? 
Yea, fome in every fpecies they abufe : 
The bleating flocks fhall either fell or flay. 
Take from the lowing herds their young away, 
Receive their milk, Convert it to their ufe ; 
Gan man, thus favor'd, be without excufe, 
If he conflders not the hand that gives. 
And worfliips not the God by whom lie lives ? 
Shall he be thus the lord of earth and fea. 
And to the Giver yet unthankful be ? 
Rule o*er the brute inhabitanu beh>w^ 



And to the fowls aod fifli no favor fhow 
Not fully plea&'d with hw produftive field 
Or what the earth upon its furface yields ; 
Shall pierce the bowels of his mother earth 
(From whence he had his origin and birth) 
Tq feek for hidden rreafure, where he find* 
His water^i fuel, and metalic mines, 
Bring forth her gold, and riches as his bwn^ 
Shall no return at all for this be fliawn f 
What views of duty now to man appear ? 
What fenfe of guilt for fin ? What mournful 

tear ? ^ 
What refolutionS) quickly to amend ? 
Aud what povifion for his latter eiid f 
What obligations own, what thaiikfulnefsi 
Doth he by anions every day exprefs^? 
And as a grateful being ftrive to fhew, 
Is to the Giver of hi^ bleflings due. 
• How much, alas I is duty laid afide,. [pride t 
And thoughtlefs mortals fwallowed up in 
Some after riches grafp with eagerneis^ 
Whilft others even waltow in excefs; 
As if the life of man (hould be employU 
In heaping ap what's only here enjoy'd j 
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As if ocir aSibns here did not telate, 
Nor any ways affeft a future Hate ; 
As ff ungrateful man not once believes 
The bleffings andlhe favors he receives 
Came frotn above— ^that watchful Providence 
, Doth evermore his gifts to them difpenfe ; 
That all we have is lent us from above, 
As daily proofs of that regard and love, 
In which the Lord doth conftantly beftow 
His favors to his creatures here below^ 

Shall ftupid man, thus bleft, refufe to own 
That light of grace, by which isxlearly fhown 
The mind of God engraven on the heart. 
And manifefted in the inward part.; 
•And (hall not he this inward law obey. 
That leads him out of every hurtful way; 
TIat brings his will to know a true fubje&ion. 
And draws his mind from evVy vile afFe£Uon 5 
^ From all undue defires of ev'ry kind. 
That lead from God, or captivate the mindj 
In order thus to fet him wholly free, 
And make him lharcr of that liberty 
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Thefons of God enjoy — with folace bleft. 
But after death partake of endlefs reft ? 
How fordid then is he, who dares to flight 
Such love as this, and him with fcom requiK 
Rejeft his counfel, his reproofs refufe. 
And with hfs outward gifts himfelf abufe ! 
Shall not the righteous Judge of all the eart 
Do righteoujly to all, whofe life and breath 
Is in his hand — and fully recompenfe. 
To ev'ry one, the wages due from thence ; 
And all the nations that forget the Lord 
Be turned into hell^ as their reward? 
Not all the nations then that knew him n&i^ 
But they that knew him, and his law forgot, 
And yet forget ; tho' oftentimes they feel 
An inward check, which doth his mind reves 
But this fdme flight, as if they would not-v 
hear, 

Nor to it lend a ftill attentive ear [bear,, ^ 
Such muft, at laft, this heavy fentence - 
Depart from me^ I know you not to be 
Sheep of my fold, nor fervants unto me. 
May thofe in time of all their fins repent, 
This awful fentence wifely to prevent. 



( 37^ ) 



On Knowledge. 

AnrZ^isTh^ to-a Ytmng Manilattly returned 
from- School. 

falutation of unfeigned love, 
(Whofc fource and fpring is only from 
'above) 

I thee falute— and wifh that health and peace 
May thy pofleflGon be — and yet incrcafe ; 
And more than this, I have for thee defir'd. 
That all thy knowledge, hitherto acquir d, 
Ma^ not fuffice — nor fatisfy thy inind, 
Until thou yet fuperiqr knowledge iind, 
the knowledge of thy God — rto- know his will, 
. Aod how thou may'ft aright the fame futfil ; 
To know thyfelf—ihy frailties fully fee, 
And know his humbling hand lay hold of thee, 
To bring thee through. the deeps, to that 
diftrefs. 

Which only can beget a willingnefs 

To follow him in ev'ry tribulation^ 

Which will at lafteifea thy foul's falvatioa* 

D 
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For native innocencei with ignorance^ 
Cannot alone enable to advance 
In hvin^ knowledge ; we wuft firft be try'd. 
And from the drofs of nature purify'd, 
'Till felf becoQies entirely crucify'd, 
Our knowledjge flain, our nat*ral will fi^bdi^' 
And evVy pleallire that our minds purfu'd. 
(Whilft in a (late of qatiire remained) 
Become fubjeCled^ 'tjU we havp s^ttain'd 
The inwards perfeft knowledge of the Lord, 
And knoyf |he language of his awful ^ord, 
Tf^^'^iJh^^P^ Jharptr than a twQ-ti^A 

'Tis thi9 alqne that makes us truly wife, 
^nd *tis in this the bieft esfperieiice lies. 
This knowIedg;e i^evier yet puflF'd up the mii 
But humbler moft thp foul that's mod refin' 
Thus parts i^nd learning being fandify'd^ 
Are ufeful itiade, but never la|4 afide : 
Be this thy aim, thy labor tq attain, 
^Twill be thy riches here, thy future gain ; 
'Twill lead tq peace, and endlefs happinefs 
J^n<i more than compenfate for all diftrefs| 
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"Which may iri proving feafons thy lot, 
^ And yield thee joy when thefe fliall be forgot ; 
For tears in future will be wip*d away, 
And clouds expelled from the perfe6l day ; 
The Saints in light will evermore rejoice 
With ample joy ; no found of forrow's voice 
Will there be heard, nor be remember'd more. 
Where holy fouls with praife their God adore. 

Thefe weighty things, however great and 
true. 

Are own'd by many, but are known by few : 
And may thefe hints (dear child) be fo impreft, 
And fink fo deeply in thy tender breaft. 
As to engage with ardency thy mind, 
To feek in earned^ 'till thou truly find 
This pearl o/price^ this glorious diadem^ 
Tranfcending far an oriental gem : 
And may thy portion be the precious truth, 
The guide of middTe age, the ftay of youth, 
And the fupporter of the hoary head, 
^ Affording help, when other helps are fled : 
^Twill be thy Jlay^ thy Jlaff^ thy fun, thy Jhield; 
A jlrong munition^ that will furely yield 
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Shelter from JlormSj a covert from: the htaty .| 
yA hiding place Mihm tempefts round thee bcatnj 
May'ft thou for Tafety always to it fly, j; 
And in its jajt pavilion live and die, . 

An Epistle to a Friend's Sok, 
'Hough he be ftrong that has thy xsAfj^ ^ 

And rul'd with rigor in thy youthfu] breaftf jj 
And with his goods encumber'd fo thy mini^;^ 
That thou no room, npr reft, at all could^'lii! 

And on hi% hi of eafcy whilft there thou ^lepj^^ 
And when awake, he there in darknef^ kcpt^ 
To footh thy pain, he various arts emplcly!^ * 
To keep thee pleas'd with what thou then eq*.^ 

With fhews of worlhip, falfly call'd devptioc^ ^ 
And deem'd that wifdom, which was brily 

notion: fvain,' . 

Efteem'd that pleafure, which was wholly" 
And call'd that lofs, which is the greatsft '} 

gain : 
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eiving often thus thy fimple foul, 
loth thy peace and inward reft controul, 
^ being ftill, it fliould at all attend, 
I hear the gentle whifpers of its friend : 
ich if it would but once attend to hear, 
filcnt voice would reach it's lift'ning ear ; 
Jy, but piercing, would his invitation 
ite thy foul to wait for his falvation ; 
itle the knocks he'd give upon its door, 
juent his offers, freedom to reftore ; 
greater's he to whom all power is giv'n, 
rule in earth beneath, as well at heav'n ; • 
only can the Jlrong man armed foil, 

caft him out, and foon his goods can fpoil; 
n fatan's chains of darknefs fet thee free, 
I gain thy captive foul its liberty 
ferve thy God ; and daily to fulfil 

great Redeemer's pure and holy will; 

lead thee forward, humbly to rejoice, 
dear, diftinguifti, and obey his voice, 

ut yet, alas ! how liable are we 

3e deceived by this enemy ! 
D a 
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How frequently doth he our fouls betray. 
Our great Creator's laws to difobey ! 
How many ways hath he to twift his tail, 
If what he firft attempts fhould chance-to fail! 
What new inventions doth he always fiod 
To tempt, deceive, and fo delude mankind^ 
And fteal our minds infenfibly away. 
And from our watch our feeble hearts be;!traj^: 
And fo deprive us of that daily bread 
By which our needy fouls fhould ftill be fedj 
That weakneCs might our want of food attendj 
And death become our portion in the end I 
But /et rejoice, my friend, there is a pow'r 
T can refift him in the tempting hour, 
And keep thee fafq as in a refuge tower : 
Fly to him, then ; lean on his mighty arnj,, 
And he will guard thy foul from future hariB 
As thou doft on him conftantly depend. 
He'll keep it ftill in fafety to the end. 
Take this advice as from a cordial friend. 
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On the Creation* 

•^I^THEN' I, O Lord ! thy works furvey, 
^ ^ And wifdom contemplate, 

-I am in admiration loft, 

They Ve fo fublimely great f 

Thy wifdom and thy powV are fucb. 

And works fo far extend, 
No human thought can penetrate, 

Nor fcience comprehend. 

When, in the moft expanded thought, 
Thofe mighty works I trace, 
^ }Ay feeble underftanding fails 
/ In comprehending fpace : 

Profound and infinite, indeed I 

- Which language can't exprefs, 
Norx:an imagined fwiftnefs help 
Its vaft extent to guefs. 

No falling millftone from above*, 
For near^ a cent'ry cam 

* Bifhop Taylor, in his Cotitmplationf on tfte 
State of AdaDi pagt i}7| Izj$y K a mill-ftonc wcrt 
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Convey to us a clear idea 

Of height or depth to man. ^ 

Who can define the magnitude^ , 

Or matter of the fun ? 
Or moon, or Stars ? But which, at laft^ 

Muft end as they begun. . ,.| 

Their different motions, forms, or ul!e^ 

Can feeble mortals fay? 
Or penetrate fuch points abftrufe, 

While here inclos'd in clay ? 

Stupendous, great ! and truly wife 

Art thou, by whofe command . 

We live or die, as with a touch, 
Or motion of thy , hand. 

All nations, when compared to thee,^ 

Are like the bucket's dropf , 
Or like the weightlefs duft that lies 

Upon the balance top : 

thrown from the higheft firmafflent> and fhou!d.eTcr]r 
hoar fall 200 milei » it wontld be 90 ycart before it 
vrived oa the earth."* 
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rhou rtttrfJft «Wearth '^a twbiidVdUs gib 
And round it forfti'dft the fea ; 

This globe Aifpendei^ft in the ffir, 
Where 'tis- upheld by ibee : 

Thy hand alone the fea rc!ftrains. 
And rules the boift^ous \tind ; 

rhou maK'ft tke "earth to firufiify, 
And creatures iff their kind : 

rhou giv^ft each month its property 

Tq bring about the year ; 
In which thy Providence is feen, 

And bleflings "do appear : 

There's no defeft in all thy works. 
Which thou behelid'ft vrere good^; 

And fo to tnati they mUft be deein'd 
If rightly underRood ; 

If thus thy outward works appear 

To us fo truly gfekt, 
Unfathooi'd, and imihenfe indeed! 

In all their parts cotnptetfe ; 

5 '6^ L *jf. 



I 46 ) 

Cotild we behold thee as thou ^ttf 

And fully underftand 
Thy moft furpaffiftg love to us^ 

The produft of thy hand ; 

Who to each foul a body gave, 
Firft taken from the earth, 

In thy own image being made. 
And warm'd with vital breath; 

Could we conceive this mighty work^ 
And ^underftand the whole^ 

How the inhabitant became 
A pure immorul foul ; 

And comprehend thy boundlefs love 

To man's immortal part. 
And fiilly know how 'tis conyey'd 

In fecret to the heart ; 

Could we perceive this inward work^ 
And view the new creation. 

Wrought in the fouls of finful men. 
Producing renovation ; 

.This inward work as juftly claims 
Our wonder and furprizei 
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renden thee as truly great^ 
holy, juft, and wife. 

utmoft knowledge yet attain'd^ 
found by all our art, 
erning God, his works, or ways^ 
liof^a thpufandth part. 

plai^et, doubtlefs, is a globe 
nipQs'd of earth and fea, 
fo fili'd with inhabitants 
inay be more than we. 

note4 ftars have names aQx*d - 

be diftinguilh'd by, 
nien \)y various jarts pretem) 
eir diftance to defcry : 

ould they foar on high, gqd view 
ofe bodies as they are, 
diftance paeafure with a line, 
d what they find declare ; 

new ^ccQunt would differ wid^ 
>m what we nqw cpnceivc^ 
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And far tranfcendL what mortal inati:. 
At prefent can belioye. 

Perhaps the.fun may from- bur fcaj 
Refleft upon them light; 

And theirs, return the fame to us, 
And twinkle in,thenighL 

The ways oF. God elude our fearch. 

Are paft our finding out.; 
And works of wond^ they appear. 

Beyond the fceptic's doubt. 

Let mortals^ then, abafed: be^ . . 

And humbled in.thetduft; 
His works admire^, his pew'r adore. 

Who is for ever juft; 

For he will furely recompenfe. 

According to our ways, 
To whom is all obedience due, 

With everlafting praife. 

Ceafe, then^ aftonifli'd mufe, and leal 
All farther peculations, 
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Knd worfliip him, the great / AM^^ 
The /ear and dread of nationsf, 

in awful filence proftrate lie, 

And leave thy ufelefs pen, 
'Till he another theme infpire, 

And raife thee up again. 

* Exod. iii. 14. t Ifa- 13. 

A Contemplation on Deatiy. 

HOW can the human foul, inclos'd m 
clay. 

And unalTur'd of that a fingle day, 
Forget that this his cottage made of earth, 
Muft fall a viQim to the pow'r of dqath ; 
And not without the deepeft thought refleS^ 
How much chat folemn parting mull affeft 
Us future being iu an endlefs (late ? 
Who can this awful change but contemplate ? 
Can we prefume, while here we dwell below^ 
rhc late departed foul's eftate to know ? 
3r truly fee the bleffed foul's fruition ? 
Js find the wicked fouPs deplor'd conditioii^ 

• ^ R-; 
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Can mah, hy all his v^ifdom, penetrate 
Into the haiure of a future Hate ? 
Or can the blind, who dwell in endlefs nij 
Conceive the glory of refulgent light ? 
No : thefe are things not to be underftoo 
By fuch as never knew the fource of goe 
By nature only, man could never fee 
His wretched ftate, nor trace his mifery. 
If here on earth he meets with pain or gric 
He hopes, at laft, kind death will yield reli 
Scarcely confid'ring bad may yet be worfi 
And he receive an evcrlafting curfe. 
No carna} man can by his fcarchings find 
The depth of folace to the peaceful mind 
And feldpm thinks, that God created m 
Upon a wife and moft judicious plan ; 
Which is recorded in the facred ftory*, 
To be on purpofc for his Maker's glory. 
Jew well confider, why the humamnind 
Should in a flcfhly body be confin'd 
A few uncertain days ; why, by creation^ 
Fix'd in a ftate of trial and probation ; 

• Ifa. aKii. 7, ' 
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That he thereby be to obedience brought^ 
And fo redeem'd from fin in wond and 
thought^ 

But thofe that meet with tribulations here, 
And ever take their feeble fteps in fear, 
Afraid of moving wrong, fcarce move at all, 
And when they know to. ftand, they fear tQ 
fall; 

Thefe are the few to whom this world appears 
A fea of trouble^ and a vale of tears : 
When pain of body, or diftrefs of mind. 
Becomes their portion, this they hope to find, 
That death ta them will be a welcome friend. 
And his approach will make their forrows 
end; 

Nor can to them a fudden terror bring ; 
(Nor will the grave afford a pointed fling) 
Tho' unforefeen and hafty death appears. 
The wicked only are poffcft with fears ; 
The truly pure in heart the Lord Jhall fee^ 
And over death triumph in victory ; 
Whofe pow*r can only reach the houfe of clay, 
Diflodge the foul, and chace it thence away ; 
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Whrch only fufFers by that quick remavej 
A quick iranfition to the joys above. 
Thus wheat and tares we fee together gro 
And one from t'other do difl:Hi6tly know ; 
Yet both together muft 'till harveft ftand, 
And then^be fever'd by the reaper's han 
^Till he in fheaves the wheat together bind, 
And leave the tares when fever'd thus 
behind. 

D£SCRiPTsoN of a True Minister i 
Christ. 

* I ^HAT man or woman's qualify'd to 
teach, 

And can the gofpel- tidings truly preach. 
Who can the true refining pot endure, 
Or like fine gold, is quite refin'd and pure ; 
Or like the filver, purg'd from drofs and tii 
From all pollutions fully wafli'd within ; 
And in the furnace being fully try'd, 
Knows both his flefh and fpirit mortify'd, 
'Till condemnation he no more can find, 
But knows conyerfidn, both in heart and 
mind; 
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And from this inward purity of heart, 
I No evil thoughts poflefs the inward part; 
No foolifli jetting for diverfion us'd, 
Nor can he be by vanity amus'd; 
! But evermore from levity refrains. 
And greater evils pcrfe6tly difdains ; 
No guardlefs words attend his convcrfation^. 
Nor juft rcfleftion ftains his reputation;. 
Is modett, chafte, and prudent in his ways, 
By grave deportment conftanily conveys 
In(lru8ions round about him to the youth. 
And clofe unites with fuchas love the truth i 
Is one in fpirit viith the pure in heart, 
And fuch as dare not from the law depart ; 
Is always anxious for the prefervation 
Of all profeffing truth in every ftation j 
Is willing to fupport its difcipline. 
And with his brethren always in it join, 
To help the weak, and ftrengthen the fincerc, 
Th^ ftubborn check, but not with words 
fevere ; 

Advifes, always^, in that fpring of love, 

That would reclaim, and moft effectual prove, 
E a 
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Confiftent with that pattern left behind. 
By him who is the Savior of mankind ; 
To whofe example he muft always keep, ' 
Who ne'er was feen to laugh, but often weep; 
And his difciples always will be grave. 
And with the greateft decency behave ; 
^ And by examples will inftruflions give. 
And Jhtw his hearers how they ought to live ; 
But fuch as do'nt, from preaching fhould 

refrain, { 
And filence keep, nor dare to preach again, [ 
For all their pains therein will prove in vain. -1 = 
lliis ancient m^ximi's furely true, we know. 
No Jlrtam tan higker than its fountain Jlom^ 
The gift that comes from God to him will 

lead; [pleadf. 
But that which comes from man, for man wiH 
Lead to extol his parts — but not admire 
The gift as God's, becaufe he don't infpire ; . ' 
But when he does, it gains fuch evidences 
As can't be fathom'd by the outward fenfes. 
Theje perfons^ only, have a right to preach, ■ 
Of whom it may be truly faid, Mry tcac&t, 
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An Epistle to a very young Woman<^ 

A yTY much efteemed, little friend, 

Some hints of good advice I fend,. 

In much good-will to thee ; 
And let them deeply be impreft, 
And treafur'd up within thy breaft, 

And ftill remcmber'd be. 

Firft then begin the Lord to fear, 
And in his counfel always fteer, 

Let him thy ways direft ; 
As good from bad thou can'ft difcerni 
Avoid ,the bad, the other learn, 

And he will thee proteQ. 

Be always decent, neat, and plain, 
From modifh drefs and pride refrain. 

Though found in every ftation ; 
Be modeft, courteous, yet referv'd. 
But let not friendfhip quite be ftarv'd, 

For want of converfation. 

I true religion be inclin'd, 
\^ And let it fill thy heart and mind^ 



•Tis worthy of thy ehoice : 
And thou wilt find returns of peace 
Wilt daily more and more increafe. 

And caufe thee to rejoice : 

'Twill to thy parents thee endear, 
And gain fuch love and friendfhip her 

As can't be well expreft > 
And lafting bleffings from the Lord 
Will here ofi earth be thy reward, 

And lead to endlefs reft. 

The Refuge of the Righteo 
To a Friend. 

A S here on earth we meet with tri 
tions, [be 
And pafs through many deep and fort 
Sometimes furrounded with diftreffing 
And fometimes overwhelmed with floe 
tears ; [ 
Sometimes with our own frailties muc 
And'fometimes more with others fault 
' trcft ; 
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And often gricv'd for the abominations^ 
Which fo abound in the profeffing nations. 
Threatening fomc heavy judgments from 
above, 

If no kind warning will efFcftual prove. 
Thus to confider what mankind profcfs, 
And how they live — occafions deep diftrefs 
To ihofe who love the Lord, and who lament 
To fee fo many fin — fo few repent : 
And fee profeffors fill'd with high pretences 
3f ferving God, when, by the confequences, 
Tis clear to fee they from his ways depart, 
^nd love him not fincerely from the heart j 
8ut love their pleafure more, and ftrive to 

pleafe [eafe ; 

rheir vain defires, and reft themfelves at 

crofs they bear, no felf denial choofe, 
ind thiis the way of life and peace refufe : 
Vhere, in thefe cafes, muft the righteous fly ? 
hall man, for help, to feeble man apply ? 
fo, furely no ! Vain is the help of man, 
[is utmoft efforts weak, do all he can ; 
ut he that doth upon the Lord rely, 
i^ill find his gracious fuccour always nigh ; 



He can relieve the doublings of the mmc 
And give that prefent help it wants to fin 
He cares for them who on him caft their c 
And helps the tempted to avoid the fnan 
To them that alk, the flueM of faith befto 
To quench the fiery darts which faian th 
To wound the humble foul with caufelefs 
And make the ways of God unjull appej 
Who, to the righteous^ is a friend indeed 
A prcfent helper in the time of need,^ 
A true phyfician to the wounded foul*, 
Whofe word aTone can make it truly wh( 
Strength to the weak is always with him 

brought, [foug 
And counfel giv'n to him who counfel 
To God alone the righteous ever fled. 
And all their wants before him humbly 

fpread ; 

Who was and is, and will be nigh at han 
To aU his little ones^^in every land. 
By him no trials are to anjr brought, 
And no ioftruBive leffon by them taught 
And what attends his children by permiiT 
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Proves advantageous to the foul's condition^ 
Though grievous for the prefent they appear, 
And to the tried jR>ul may Teem fevere ; 
B^t when the Lord doth thefe afflidlions 

blefs, [nefs; 
Then they produre the fruits of righteouf- . 
' And fuch probations very often tend 
: To folid peace and comfort in the end* 

On the Shoktj^ess and Uncertainty 
of Life. 

SHORT and uncertain is jthe'hTe of man, 
' W bofe longed time is only .call d a fpan ; 

And that fo (hort and rapid in progreffion. 

That we have but a moment in poflefiion.j^ . 

\ Yea, while we fpeak, that alfo flies away, 

\ And others t-bat fucceed, wliich make the day, 

I Thus-night fucceed^ the day^ and day the 

' night, 

But each uncertain ftillr— a fecret quite 
[From us conceard— all for our penet^ati/ail 
jCould never find its length nor fmall duration. 
^ ?As tenants thus ^ will^ our care ftiPuld be, 
^Not unprepar'd the melTenger to fee, 
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That calU us hence. No time have w< 
fpare, 

In which we ought not vfith the utmoft c 
For our removal daily to prepare. 
No time for avaricious thoughts to be 
At all indulged ; nor in the leaft degree 
To aim at grafping heaps of riches her< 
Whofe ufefulncfs we cannot make appe 
No time have we to fpare for vain delij 
No time for fports^ as pleafing in our i 
To lead uj4o forget uncertain time^ | 
Which we fixould rightly ufe : when in 
There's time fufflcient prudently to fpa 
For honed labor, and induftrious care. 
For the (upport of life, and gain fupplii 

Of every needful thing. 

A truly thoughtful man may often find 
Leifure enough to exercife his mind, 
Amidft his labor, in deep contemplatioi 
And inwardly to pray for prefervation 
fiui true relfgioQ will extremes preven: 
Aod render men Ib all eftates content 



tne calls for this — Give firft to God thy. 
heart, 

vd feek hi^ kingdom in thy inward part ; 
ivote thy youth — thy ftrength — thy parts — 
thy all, 

3 yield obedience to the heavenly call; 
hat man fubmit entirely to fulfil, 
he known requirings of his Maker's will : 
That his Creator ftill remeuiber'^d be*, 
;fpre the evH days draw nigh, when he 
lall fay. In them I can no pkafurt fee ; 
sfore his vitals feel the fatal ftroke, 
r golden bowl^ or Jilver cord be broke ; 
efore the keepers of the houfe JJiall Jhakc ^ 
efort the pitcher at the fountain break ; • 
efore iht windems clofe — the grinders ceafe^ 
^he flrong mtn bozu^ becaufe of ftrength's 
decreafe ; 

\efore the fun and moon withdraw tk^ir lighty 

)r flars are hid, and veiled from his fight, 

Ind man return to his long hxme again^ 

ind, mourning in the greets is then in vain^'* - 

* EccUf. lii. I, &c. 
F 
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And lead him to coniider that bis breath 
He mull refign at the approach of death'; 
Which. always him purfues with winged fp 
And gains upon him faft > yea, faft indeec 
Is even at his heels, with fcyihe in hand, 
To cut him down, whpfe force he can't w 
ftand; 

Prepaid or not, h^ muft a viftim be. 
And launch from time into eternity : 
O cndlefs Hate ! If bleffed, blcft indeed! 
But if in torment, fo it is decreed 
That in that (late \t muft for ever be, 
And fo remain to all eternity : 
No reftoration left, nor hop'd relief, 
Can then at all alleviate its grief. 
Let precious time be rightly ufed then. 
And truly valu'd, by the fons of men ; 
And wifely fill'd, with diligence and care, 
To ferve the Lord, and for his reft prepa 

A C0NT£MPLATI0N On HeAVE 

A S here on earth the bleffings of the 
^ To humble minds, fuch fecret joy 
ford5 ^ 
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Of when he mates his countenance to ftiinc 

Upon the feeking foul, with love divine; 

One hour of this fublime and perfeft joy 
Doth (while poffeftj the raptur'd foul employ 
In grateful thanks, refulting from its worth : 
Vain is th' attempt by words to fet it forth, 
For language fails— an inward fecret fong 
It only feels — to which no words belong. 
If thus the foretafte be, the full poffeffion 
Can't be conceiv'd, nor couched in expreffion^ 
Where faints and angels (hare the full fruitioa 

i Of endlefs blifs, that has no intermiffion ; 
'Where glorious vifions always meet the fight, 
Andev'ry voice that's heard affords delight ; 
Where foleran filence, for a certain fpace, 
Wasmark'd by^ John*, to fill the holy place ; 
And when the Holy One in filence fits. 
And all the heav'nly hoft to him fubmits, 

No fight more folemn ! awful, and profound. 

In hf av'n above, or earth beneath is found ; 

Where numbers endlefs, fill'd with joy a^d 
praife, 

♦ Rev. xvHi. 
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Arehufli'datonce — aitd each his Lord obeys; He 
And when he pleafcs, each exahs his voice, .V 
Tranfcendent joy indeed! Where all rejoice ; i 
Where pain and grief, where mourning and : 
diftrefs, 

With their attendants, never find accefs; 
Where confolation in perfeSion reigns, 
And peace triamphant evermore remains ; 
Where fongs harmonious, and united lovCj^ . 
Cement, as one, the happy fouls above, , j 
Who dwell in regions of eternal day, 
Tranfcending far the fun's meridian ray ; 
And where the glory of the fovereign Lord 
Superior luftre does thereto afford ; 
Whofe moft.majeftic glory fills the fpace . . 
Of that imAienfe expanfe, and heavenly place, 
,Where great Jehovah's fmiles infpire the I'aya 
Of raptufd fouls to fing his endlefs praife. 
To jt>in with angels, and aloud proclaim 
The glorious wonders of his mighty name > 
His love fet forth, his tender mercies fliew. 
To whom their homage is fo juftly due > ^ 



How fliort their trials were, in flefli and blood, 
Atid that by bis fupport alone they ftood 
The trial of their faith — a, fmall probation, 
Thus to be crown'd with glory and falvation ! 

The hopes of this tranfcending joy at laft, 
' When all the conflifts here on earth are paft, 
^ Have been the objeft of the faints regard, 
• The hop'd for rccompcnfe of their reward ; 
j The aim'd at mark of the defired prize^ 
' On which with ftedfaft hope they fix'd their 
I .^yes ; 

[ Not all the tortVing pains of cruel death, 
'Denounced by the moft vindi6iive breath. 
Could holy martyrs e'er intimidate, 
Nor hinder their purfuit of fufch a Rate. 
And lhall we now, with perfeft freedom bleft^ 
By laws protected (not by laws oppreft) 

■a 

Forget our duty, carelefs and at eafe, 
And drive with fenfual things ourfelves to 
pleafe ; 

^efufe to bear the crofs, — ^and fubjeft be 
To him whofe juft command is, Follow me^ 

i ^ ■ 
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And to your fouls ye rejl Jhall farely find ? 
What talk more eafy ? What more truly kind 
Then for pad fm fubmit to deep diftrefs. 
And by degrees advance in righteoufnefs. 
O may we not, in this a fahbath-day. 
Not yet in winter^ take, our Higbt away, 
-From a dependance on that mighty hand, 
That gave to Alram's feed the promised land ! 
Who ftrengthen'd all the righteous to prepare 
In realms on high, celeftial joys to ftiare t 
That this may be my happy lot at laft, 
Has been my deep concern for years by-pa(l 
No mone amongft the wicked to converfe, 
No more to deafen'd ears my griefs rehearfe 
No more conflrain'd the ignorant to teach. 
No more to dead profeffors forc'd to preach ; 
No more conftrain'd the drowfy to awake,, 
But evermore of lading blifs partake ; 
Where forrows ceafe, and tears are done away 
And endlefs glory forms perpetual day : 
No darknefs there— no gloomy tedious nighl 
But all is joy — a kingdom of delight [ ' 
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On G£ORG£ Fox, and his Mission, 

REAT was the work, Uiough fimpic 
v^as the man, 
By whom this glorious work was firft began ; 
Calm and ferene his inward ftate of mind, 
In which he was to ferve the Lord refign'd; 
Subjeft his will, his temper mortify'd, 
His heart upright, and confcience purify'd; 
Enlightened from above, he came to fee 
The' inward, law of God his rule to be : 
Which gave him, inwardly, the cleareft fight 
Of man's depraved ftate — and in this light 
(Which in his underftanding often (hone) 
By him deep things of God were rightly 

known, 

The myft'ries of iniquity reveaVd, 

And things which had for ages been conceal'd: 

His heart was truly fill'd with gofpel love. 

In which he greatly did himfelf approve 

To be a workman not to be alham'd, 

Jiis condu6l never being juftly blam*d : 

In things divine Jhis knowledge was profound^ - 

Arid tho* unlearn'd, in underftanding found. 
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Thus, by experience in the things of Go^i ^ ^ 
He could defcribe to man the path he trod, ^ 
Point out to him the way for his falvation, 
And how he might attain to each gradation. 
In his advances towards reformation ; - 
And fo was truly qualify'd to preach 
The doQrines which the holy fcriptures tcach^ 
Defcribe the feed of evil in the hearty ^ 
And holy fpirit in the inward part ; * ^ 

Each ftriving to obtain the fole direQion ^ 
Of all our ways, and govern each affediotf : ' 
Thus fliew'd the way for overcoming finy 
By drift attention to the Light within^ 
Or Spirit of the Lord, whofe operations 
Always enable to refift temptations ; 
No longer flaves to fin, but free indeed, 
Whilft govern'd by the pure and holyfeed^ 
The feed of God, the quick and powerful word^ 
That's Jharper than a keen two-edged fword^ - 
Which, when it's drawn, will inftantly begin 
To (ftiy that nature that inclines to fin, 
'Till man becomes like gold refin'd and pure. 
And all confum'd that can't the fire endure , 
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The fire, that burns away the drofs and tin, 
A.nd cenfecrates to God the heart within ; 
A.n houfe not made with kandsy an houjc of 
frafr^ 

And then the Lord is rightly worfliip'd there, 
Jn Spirit and in Truth — this adoration 
The Lord our God accepts with approbation ; 
K type of which the temple was of old, 
fl^hofe inward parts were laid with pureft gold, 
jknd all, its veflels, at its dedication, 
|9ad Holinefs engrav'd, as ^onfecration* 
'hefe truths he labor'd much to make appear^ 
hrfc^ing holinefs in godly fear : ♦ 
^nd what he taught to others, he poffeft, 
ind peace from God abounded in his bread : 
n him no rigid fournefs did appear, 
'o (lubborn finncrs yet was he fevere ; 
aid judgment on the head of the tranfgreffor, 
md jufl; rebukes upon the vain profeflbr; 
^hen penitents apply'd, relief to have, 
he healing balm of confolation gave; 
cnder to thofe who did falvation feek, 
Hd to the humble foul was always meek ; 
• 2 Cor. vii. I. 

I 

I 

/ 
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A nurfing father vr^% to the uprigfit ; 
To thofe in darknefs recommended light ; 
To noify people, he did filence teach, 
And to the lift in wcrds^ he death did prea< 
To thofe who had the form of godlinefs. 
The inward px)w'r alone did ftrongly prefs 
He deem'd that miniftry corrupt and vain, 
Whofe fole fupport is prefent worldly gai 
That ceremonies in religion tend » 
To lead profeffors on them to depend ; 
And fo divert the well intending mind 
From feeking after what it ought to findi 
The real fubftance — and that forms prev< 
The work of grace, and yield a fal fe contei 
Lull men afleep, fecure in fenfual eafe. 
And then the form without the pow'r can 
pleafe ; 

But when the pow'r is felt, and thus poffc 
The foul is then by empty forms oppreft ; 
. In awful filence, then, fuch can implore 
The heavenly aid, and truly God adore : 
The |)roken hear.t no form of words requin 
To tell its wants, or fay what it defires ; 
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Thefe trulfes he held, and farther did declare, 
That birelihg prieils apoilatized were, 
And ignorant of t}od,.and always made 
Fretching for hire to them a gainful trade : 
Thus this reformer taught, and thus beltev'd 
Thofe who were by his doQrine undeceiv*d. 
But this plain doQrine, in fo dark an age, 
Set iprieft and people moftly in a rage ; 
And him whofe doQrine they could not 
confute. 

With whom they were not able to difpute, 
Hijn they refolv'd by force to perfecute ; 
And his adherents t6o ; but no fuccefs 
Did them attend, nor thofe at all fupprefs : 
The more the camomile was trod, the more 
Each branch took root, and deeper than 
before, 

For all thefe hardfliips ; all they hop'd to find, 
Was peace with God jo^onfolate the mind ; 
This to obtain, he preached reformation. 
And fo alarmed much this drowfy nation ; 
Turn'd many fouls to God. from evil ways, 
And faw the work to profp^^in his days j 
G ' 




Arid greatly in that fervice did delight ; 
No cruel treatment could his mind deter. 
Nor outward eafe to peace of mind prefer ; 
So great a work, fo rapid in progreffion j ' 
^ In bringing thoufands to the fame profefBon j 
Children unborn, in future (hall admire. 
And blefs the God, who did the man infpire. 

On the Greatness and Mercy of God* 
Tj^AIN would my mufe attempt in grateful 



^ lays, 
To fing the greatnefe of Elohim*s praifc ; 
Fain would prefume, infpired from above, 
To fing of his compaffion, and his love ; 
His tender mercies towards men relate, 
Extol his pow'r, as infinitely great ; 
Fain would fhe, with expanded wings, afcerid, 
And view the wonders, none can conaprehend ; 
She may prefume, in thought, to mount on 

Admire the glorioui orbs around the fky ; 
To flicw this wifdom, glory, pow'r, and might. 




f 75 ; 

[leme too gi^eat for mortals to indite ; 
1 for my feeble mufc too great a taflc, 
• all the pow'rs flie has, or dare to aflc. 
human arts can meafure out the fpace, 
r fix the juft dimenfions of the rkce 
: planet runs, in its own annual courfe, 
r fliew its great velocity and force. 
mdcr we may, and wonders they appear^ 
I wonders they remain from year to year. 
; works of men wear out, and foon decay, 
; thefe are dill the fame^ and no delay, 
accident, or wearing, ftops the courfe, 
: all retain their ancient forms and force, 
thefe are things beyond the reach of man, 
comprehend the wifdom of his plan ; 
I we can fathom claims our admiration, 
id calls aloud for awful adoration, 
o' things above we can but partly know, 
e better underftand his works below, 
rceive his wonders in the earth and feas ; 
J life in motion move by flow degrees ; 
animals, their life foon Aides away, 
A vegetable life has its decay : 
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* From whence we fee, and clearly undcrftan 
His fov*reign,pow'rj and that his juft com* 

mand 

All nature ftill obeys — and that his laws 
Are ftill therein the fix'd and certain eaufe. 

But leaving this, let me confider next 
The ftate of man ; how fickle and perplext 
So wife, fo foolifh — happy, yet diflreft ; 
In bondage — freedom — joyful, yet oppreft, 
Blind, tho' he fees ; and feeing, yet is blind ; 
For fomething feeking, which he cannot fine 
This the Almighty in eotnpaflion faw, 

* And, in his mercy, gave to him a law, 
,T6 be his rule-^to rcQify his mind, 

Shew him his flate, inftruft him how to find 
The favor of his God, enjoying peace, 
^Which, with obedience, daily would increal" 
'And this his tender mercy does not fail, 
Wbo, by his love, is ftriving to prevaif, 
Reproving man, from year to year, for fin^ 
And manifefiing thus his mind within ; 
In order to conduct him all his days, 
And guide him fafely in his holy ways 5 
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Biedtem hit foul from death, by giving grace, 
And inward ftrength to run the heav'nly race y 
And fo obtain at lad a glorious prize, 
The hope of which he fets before his eyes, 
To animate his foul ftill to purfue 
The way of life — and evil to efchew : 
And gives him hope to overcome at laft. 
When all thefe confiiQs here are over-paft ; 
Who gave his Son a ranfoni for mankind, 
That all thereby this benefit fhould find ; 
He fliould become an advocate to plead, 
And for them with his Father intercede, 
When they repent, bewailing their condition, 
And fo obtain, through him, a full remifCon 
• Of all their fins— what kind of love is this, 
Thus to obtain for them the way to blifs ! 

'When our firft parents di4 in Eden dwell. 
And thence, by difobedience, quickly fell, 
Great was the pity which their fov'reign Lord, 
To them in deep compaffion did afford 
In their diftrefs— when the Eternal Mind 
Beheld how much it would alFeft mankind, 
G 2 
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And ib determined what the means fhoold bc^ 
Which in due time, ihould fet 'em wholly^ fvtt 
And fo reftore them, fully, from the fall, 
And make falvation poflible to all. 
Would they embrace the means he ftiould • 
provide, 

And in obedience to his will abide, [ 
And in his arm of ftrength alone confide ;^ 
But if they did fuch means of help refufe, . 
They might themfelve^ of negligence accufc 
Acquit the great Creator of the blame. 
And fay, hy Jin their own deftTuftion came. 
In early times God did for man provide 
' His Holy Spirit, toinftruft and guide 
The fonS of men ; but as the fcriptures tellj 
They dar'd againfl^its teachings to rebel* : 
But when our Savior did atonement make, 
And ofFer'd up bis life for loft man's fake, 
He purchafed for him the gift of grace. 
To be difFufed through the human race, 
And be fufficient to enable all 
To witnefs reftoration from the fall, 
• Gen, vi,_ 3/ 5. 
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sdeem their mmdi from evil, and rcftore . 
mm the freedom which be had before ^ , 
npriKit on him th^ native innocence 
hat Adam had, before hi? fir ft offence : 
n4 ^ in Adam his defcendants dy'd, 
) when the Son ol God wa3 crucify'd, 
II men obtained through him, without ex- 
emption, 

he means of their falvation and redemption 
dng made alive thro' him, who is the Way^ 
be Tintki and Lift^^ to all that do obey 
he inward teachings of the gift of grace, 
^hich will enable fo to run the race^ 
s to their Maker to obtain accefs, 
y being made alive in righteoufnefs ; 
i^ho once were dead in fin, but now arc free- 
ferve the Lord, in perfeft liberty ; 
. freedom, which we are by fcriptare told, 
hildren of God enjofd f in days of old. 
^^ho then, among the fons of rtiert, can fay 
^11 God has done for man ? And can difplay 



5 John »Y. $, ^Tif>Taj^ vnl zu 
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The height or depth of love ? Or can expreC 
The length and breadth of all his tenderriefs 
Unto his creature man ? My fimplc mufe 
Declines the talk, and muft herfelf excufe 
^rom moving farther in a work fo great ; 
For words will fail, and language can't relate 
His goodnefs, care, and fatherly regard. 
To love, forgive, aflift, and then reward. 

On the Reward of the Righteous. 

r? Y E hath not feen^ ear heard^ nor heart 

. tonceiv'd^j 
(Nor can it be by wicked men believ'd) 
The good things which the Lord hath yet in 
ftore, 

To blefs the righteous with for ever more ; 
Riches in bags laid up, as fcriptures fayt,^ 
Which cruel theif can never Jleal away, V 
Nor moth can ever eat — nor 7uft decay. J 
Tho' from the wicked this is ftill copceal'd) • 
Yet to the faithful few it is revealv'd, 

• I Cor. ii. 9. Ifa. Ixiv. 4. 

t Ma^ vi. ao» Luke xii* 20^ 
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iy Chrift, Ae Son of God — and known, to be 
i blelfed :ffate of true felicity. 
\nd here on earth, the high and holy Lord 
Doth to his faithful fervants ftill afford 
I membcrflitp in Chrift, his only Son^ 
A/'here all his menabers do unite in one^ 
\nd all are joined to the holy head, 
From- vi^om the viul ftrength does fully 
fpread^ 

For their fupport ; to which his words agrec^ 
I am in.ym^j faith he^ and you in me. 
But ^cm eonfummaie ftai^e'st obtained on earth 
% tbofe alone who knoiw the fecond birth > 
And over thefe the fecond death can have 
No pow'r to hurt at aB beyond thr grave ; 
But in their God they will for ever dwell^. 
A Itate of glory, asgels qap't exccL 

To a young Man on his Recovery, after har* 
ving been given over by his Phyficians. 

T OWN, dear friend, whene'er I contcmpfate 
^ Upon the favor granted thee of latc^ 

* John xiv. 20* 
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In giving thee a further fpace of tiiAe^ 1 
In this which may be truly call'd thy pitme * 
Yet for thy wife and children to prepare 
Of needful things a comfortable (hare ; 
To be a kind companion to thy wife, j| 
And guide thy childrens fteps awhile in life; " 
Appears a blefling which I can't exprefs, 
Nor view without a fenfe of thankfulnefs : 
May humbling thoughts, in future, always 

raife, ^ 
The juft returns of gratitude and praife, 
In all our hearts, to him who gives us breath/^ 
And has reftor'd thee from the verge of death f 
May he henceforward all thy fteps dire€t, ' 
And from all evil ways thy foul proteft j ' j 
Engage thy heart to love his holy ways. 
And to devote to him thy future days ; 
And (though engag'd in trade}* his fervice be , 
Moft lov'd, moft fought, and moft defir'd by 

thee: ' 
So will thy life be bleft, thy wealth increafe^ 
And thgu thereby may'ft live and die in peace. ' 
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I Inward Poverty^ and a rambling^ 
Mind in Religious Meetings, 

I. 

I THAT my mind could ftill refrain 
From ev'ry foolifh thought ! ^ 
all my mental movings be 
o true fubjeftion brought! 

II. 

: v^hen my heart is bent to feek 
he Lord for help and peace, 
lioughts that would my mind divert^ 
[ight then entirely ceafe, 

III. 

Ligh, when retired, I've often felt 
>me inward confolations, 
when I would ligain retire, 
met with fore probations. 

IV, 

aps about indifF'rent things 
y thoughts have been employ'd, 
ch for a while were not fuppreft, 
or any good cnjoy'd^ 
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Bttt O thati, wth diligence, 
May labor raore and more, 

That fo the Lord may condefcend 
His favors to rdlorel 

VL 

That I may feel tny ftrength rencw'd, 

Temptations to refift ; 
Which if I humbly wait to find, 

He furely will alTfft ; 

VII. 

Becaufe his arm is cloth'd with ftrengtl 
And full of heav-nly might ; 

His ear is open to the poor, 
Whofe aid is his delight, 

Vllt 

To him, in ftraits, may I apply, 

Whilft I remain on earth : 
As he alone can give me life, 

And break the pow'r of death. 

IX. . 
Though frail I am, and frail we are, 

And on this fide the grave, 
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A iftate of frailty ev'rjr enc 
JMuft fliM expeQ; to have ; 

X. 

But to the Lord we all fhould loot 

In times of deep diftrefs ; 
And in profperity as much, 

Though tbcB we feek hiqa Jefs. 

XI. 

'Tis his reviving Tieav'nly love 

Can only dillipate 
The idle rambliogs of tlie mind, , 

Although exceeding great ; 

XII. 

'Tis this alone can cbale a>way 

Our vain imaginations, 
And change the rovings of our minds 

To proper contemplations : 

XIII. 

Wean all our thowghts frqno earthly things, 

Savt nonly for our uCe ; 
And thofe receive as withamind 

Averfe to things ptofufc 
H 
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XIV. 

This fov'reign help, this gracious aid. 

This avfu], humbling' pow'r. 
Is that for which we ought to wait^ 
And feck for ev'ry hour; 

To the Youth of the Female Se: 
On Dress, &c, 

I. 

Tyf 7HY fhould your native innocence. 

^ Adom'd in youth with wit and fei 

In modefty array'd, 
Which always amiably appears, 
5e loft as- you advance in years, 

And you to pride betray'd ? 

II. 

Does wifdom teach to vie in drefs ? 
Or folly, only, teach excefs, 

And captivate the mind ? 
Can love of pleafures yield you peace ? 
Or can you, if your virtue,ceafe, 

True folid comfort find ? 
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III. 

►w can you ever be at eafe, 

hen no invented mode can pleafe . 

When once it's common grown ? 
how can you in things delight, 
fore you find their fafhions right, 

Or cuts be fully- known ? 

IV. 

is heavy crofs attends your pride, 
ur clothes half worn are laid afide, . 

Or alterations made; 
id thofe who do it feldom know 
om whence thefe whims or fancies flow, 

And never learn their trade. 

y. 

lus many wafte their precious time, 
id fool away their youthful prime, 

And fpend their money too, 
following ev'ry foolifh fafliion, 
at's newly brought into the nation, 

And fome themfelves undo. 

VI. 

r gay with gay acquaintance take, 
id oftentimes fuch matches make, 
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As ruin both ai laA y 
But thofe who are both juft and Wpfe^ 
And fear the Lord, they ftill defpife 

All thbgs that change fo faft. 

VIL 

Thefe learn rcligioufly to fear 

The God who gave them beings here^ 

And daily bear his crofs ; 
To him alone they have their eye^ 
And on his arm alone rely, 

And feldom fufSsr lofs* 

VIII. 

But fuch as emulate in drefs. 
But little reft or peace pofTefs,. 

For all their great expence 
In thofe purfuits they often find 
vSome frefh perplexities of mind,. 

Which ftill arife from thence. 

IX. 

Thus many, like the troubled feas,. 
Are tofs'd about, and find no eafe 
Are fiill in daduatioo; 
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for can they find it, till they know 
*he fource from whence true comforts flow, 
. And inward reformation. 

Comparison between a Winter Orchard, 
and the Church under our Name. 

■^HE winter trees, depriv'd of fruit, 

Whofe leaves are fully gone, 
efemble death, at dijlant view ; 
But, nearly look'd upon, 

'heir buds are living, frefh and fullj 

And ready to expand, 
Vhen frigid winter's paft away. 

And fpring is near at hand > 

^hen ev'ry branch and fprig wilLftioot, 

And foon in bloom appear, 
^nd op'ning foliage foon denote 

The fummer feafon near. 

'Vhen blooming ceafes, foon appears 
The newly formed fruit, ^ 

^^hieh when matory, and fully ripe. 
For various ends will fuit, 

G 2 
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But if, in winter, aU the treea 

Their rank and places keep, 
And ftand upright, retain their hoTd'^ 

By roots fecure and deep ; 

Tho' rufiling winds may often ftyatke^ 
And try their utmoft ftrength, 

For this they will the better grow, 
And fruitful prove at length ; 

Tho' pinching frolls, and chilling windisj 

Their fap inay lignify,. 
And fapling.twigs may ftronger groWy 

And wood become thereby ; 

Which, in the fpring time, will produce: 

Such fprigs as will appear 
Both weak and tender, on the trees,. 

As they laft feafon were. 

By thefe gradations, we behold 

The beauteous creation 
Grow and increafe from year to year^ . 

To human admiration 



And tho' our people at this time 

Like winter trees appear. 
And ev'ry leaflcfs twig denotes 

The feafon of th^ yw :■ 

Yet while each member keeps his place^ 
Like trees where they are planted, 

Their tender buds will rife and fwell, 
And leaves appear when wanted : 

When fpring comes on^ the gentle Ihow'rs^ 
!: Frelh verdure will beftow 
[ And when the fummer feafon comes^^ 
^ Their fru\jt a^in> will grow 

Which By the fun will ripen'd be^ 

Fit for the matter's ufe ^ 
May fuch a time to us draw nighj, 

^nd fuch cSc&s produce :: 

, And this long winter to the churcfii, 

(When fome fuppofe her dead) 
Be follow'd by a joyful fpring^ 
To raife her drooping head> 




A Resolution realized* 



\ S wifliing will neither procure nor pre- 
vem> 

I hope to continue my ftate of content^ 
And yield to my lot with a proper £ubmi£- 
fion^ 

And think myfelf bleft in my prefent cont»- 
tion. 

ni not wifh for riches, becaufe of their 
fnares, 

Nor yet for more bus'nefs, becaufe of it» 
cares, 

Bui thankfully ufe what the bounty of beav*n 
Has furnifli'd as needful, nor fparingly giv'nf 
A mind free from guilt, and pollefliiig tfue 
peace, 

O ! thefe are the riches I wifh to increafe;; 
For a ftate betwixt cafe, and a conftant eiHr 

is the ftate I would choofe,. and the ftate J ' 
enjoy. 



postscript/ 

J*INCE what*s above wntten fome yearj» 
' ace expir'd^ 

i which I've accomplifh'd one thing I de- 
. fir'd, 

nd retired frotn trade to a ftilt quiet life^t 
/^ith only one fervant, myfeif and my wife, 
o a rural^ convenient^ and good habitation^ 
ot grawl, yet lecure, and becoming my 
flation. 

nd wha^ time I do'm in my <Iuty employ, 
rith my garden, my books, or my pen I 
enjoy, 

ive in rides and in walks ; and I then con^^* 
template 

low feldom fuch favors are known by (he 
great* 

nd I fee nothing now that is like to pre- 
vent 

ly future enjoyment of peace and contents 
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A fenfe of thefc mercies, with true thankfuU 
nefs, 

Makes deeper impreflions, than words can 
exprefs, 

\ Which I hope will induce me, the reft o£my[ 
days, 

To render the Giver obedience and praife. 
Should pain, ache, or ficknefs, in old age 
attend. 

With patience I hope to fubroit in the crid 
And fo yield to death, when, if favor'd with 
peace, 

All forrows and pain will be ended and ceafe* 
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PREFACE. 



TO THE SERIOUS READERS, 

I CONFESS I recollea with pleafure, not 
only the great delight, but the real advan- 
tage I took, in my young years, in reading the 
mod remarkable tranfadions of the lives of 
fome of thofe worthies of old, of whom M<r 
wrld was not worthy^ who wandered in def^ 
^Tts^ and in mountains^ and in dens^ and in 
caves of the earth ; having obtained a good re- 
port through faith. Heb. xi. 38, 39. and 
.^ho alfo, by a patient continuing in well doings 
obtained an incorruptible crown which fadeth 
^ot away^ tho' in this life they paffed through 
J^any and great tri-bulations, but, Having aiz 
yt to a better country^ and to that recompenfe 
>f reward, which was and ever will be fure 
^iih the Lord. Of this number the two 
Prophets, Elijah and Elifha, the principal fub- 
^fts of thefe fheets, were none of the leaft, 
^eing men who yielded a ready obedience to 
^^e will of God, In the wicked reign of A- 
^ I 



( 98 ) 

hab, king of Ifrael, the influence of his idok 
trous and imperious wife Jezabel was to Elijali 
almoft a continual feries of inward and outward 
affhtiionsy in a'ftate of almoft perpetual pere- 
grination ; (when that kingdom was afflified 
and diftreffed with the juft judgments of God 
by famine, war, &c. for their manifold lirts, 
and negleft of the laws and worfliip of God] 
through all which he invariably ftood his 
ground, held faft his integrity to the end, and 
left this world in a ftate of the higheft accept- 
ance with God, as the manner of his removal 
very evidently teftifies. And it affords mattei 
of the grcatelt encouragement to all who love, 
fear, and ferve God, when they confider the 
tender care and regard of the Lord to him in 
the prefervation of his life during the famine, 
and alfo in his frequent travelling through 
dcferts and wildernelfes, where, perhaps, no 
proper food could be found (if any) and 
where he \vas fo very miraculoufly fupplied 
with cake and water, by an angel, whilft he 
lay under a juniper-tree, when he fled from th< 
face of Jezabel : by the ftrength of which h< 
travelled forty days, till he canrie to moan 
Horeb, where he hid himfclf in a cave, and - 
doth not appear that he had there any outwaf 
fupport, but was fuftained and preferved aliv< 
|o complete his future fervice, by the farxi 
^Jl-fufficient power. 
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m I confider alfo the-very great difFer- 
f fuch as truly loved and ferved the 
ihough in a ftate of outward tribulation, 
m, and want, as was the cafe of thofei 
)rophets, from the condition, of thofe 
rn his law behind their backs^ and live 
manner of wickednefs, though in the 
)f the enjoyment of outward riches and 
e, as Ahab did ; it is very eafy to fee 
jdence and exemplary wifdom of that 
nan Mofes (another of thefe worthies) * 
•ofe rather to fufftr affliEion with the 
of God^ than to enjoy the pleafures of Jin 
eafon, Heb. xi. 25* 
the relation and mofl memorable ac- 
; af fome of thefe worthies, when I met 
lem in plain ferious verfe, have more 
y touched my heart and imprefled niy 
ry, in my tender ag^, than when I read 
in profe ; though I had then efteemed, 
)pe ever fliall retain the higheft efteem 
le facred writings, and am fo far from 
:iating from their value, that I hope 
f to enforce the more frequent reading 
im among the youth, as the fubjeSs , 
: are taken from them : and I there- 
scommend to my readers, to read with 
ular attention the accounts of thofe fcr- 
of God (of whom were Elijah and 
) who are mentioned by the author to ' 

} 105754 
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the Hebrews in the iith chapter, 
faith quenched the violence of jire^ Jlo^ 
mouths of Lionsj And having fc 
lire hours, I have, far my own ami: 
and your edification, compofed the fc 
Ihort hiftory in verfe ; and if you rec< 
advantage thereby, my end will be an 
however I hope it will be attended ^ 
benefit to you, to fill up fome of youi 
time, which perhaps might otherwife 
ployed in reading fuch unprofitable tre 
are calculated rather to amufe, than e( 
inftruft your tender minds ; and I wift 
afford you the fame fatisfaftion in reai 
it has done me in writing it, who a 
cordial friend, 

JOHN 

Sutton Bcngcr, In Wiltfiiire, 
the 30th of the ift month, 

1772. 
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ELIJAH. 

PART THE FIRST. 

The Argument, 

A (hort review of the old worlds The tranfia* 
tion -of Enoch. The fiood, and prefervation of 
Noah and his houfe. The call of God to Abram. 
The propcnfity of his pofterity, long after his timet 
to idolatr}'^— the folly and fin thereof, through di- 
i^ers reigns, particularly in Ahab's— his bad choice 
jf a wife, Elijah fent of Gqd to foretel a famine; 
-»od fends him to the brook Cherith, and feeds him. 
'here by ravens — ^the difference ihewn betweeil hia 
•banner of life, and the voluptuoufntfs of this age, 
iis own happinefs and comfort was, the favor of 
-^cd. The brook being dry, God fends him for 
^ftenance to a prophet's widow at Zerephath, or 
^ ^epta — her fmall pittance, increafed by a miracle, 
^ftsiins him, herfelf, and fon — Ihe^ diftrcffed bf 
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her fon's death, applies to Elijah, who, by prayc 
obtains his being again reftorcd to life. Elijah 
met by Obadiab, who brings Ahab to him. Elija 
reproves the king for his idolatry, propofetwto hii 
to try who is God, the Lord or Baal ; Ahab accep 
the offer, they appoint time and place, and Ahj 
fends through all Ifrael to fummon all Baal's priefts 
about eight hundred ; they met at Mount Carme 
where Baal's priefts were confounded and flail 
Elijah foretels rain, and runs to Jezrcel, is threat 
ened with death on the morrow by Jezabel — h 
flies for his life into the wildernefs, there begs t 
die, is fed by an angel twice, as he lies under 
juniper-tree, with cake and water ; travels fort 
days.by the ftrength of it, to mount Horcb : iV 
Lord appears to him there, and fends him to D: 
mafcus by the wildernefs, to anoint Hazael king < 
Syria, and Eliflia to be a prophet in his room, an 
appoints Jehu to be king of Ifrael. Bexfhadac 
king of Syria, invades Ifrael with a great army- 
is vanquifhed, and returns ; next year he cbm< 
again againft them ; his army routed, and he takei 
hut Ahab lets him go. Ahab covets Naboth 
,vineyard, offers to buy it, is refufcd, andibrrowful 
Jezabel procures it by Naboth's death j the Lot 
offended by it, fends Elijah to meet him in tti 
vineyard : he reproves him, and tells him that do; 
fliould lick his blood. Ahab propofes to retai 
Jabez Gilead — he gets Jehofliaphat to join hin 
who firft defires counfel of God. Ahab coDfen 
to it, and they confult 400 prophets, who encouraj 
them : Jehofhaphat ftill afraid, defires further co 
£rmation. Micaiah the true prophet is fent for«< 
he. foretels Ahab's death, yet they purfue their fii 
intent, and join battle. Jehofhaphat in dangeryb 
Ahab 13 wounded^ and died ia his charriot^ is ca 



ied home. Ahaziah fucceeds ; is hurt by a fall ' 
■ends meiTengers to go to Ekron to know of Baal' 
Zebub if he ihould recover : God difpleafed fends 
Elijah to meet the men, and fend them back—* 
the king offended fends a captain, and 50 men, to 
take the prophet, who are deftroyed by fire from 
heaven ; he^fends other 50 to fetch him, but he re- 
fufes to go — they are deftroyed alfo : he fends 
other 50, who begs the prophet's compaflion, and 
tte fpared. Elijah encouraged by an angel to go 
to the king ^ goes with the men, and tells the king 
he (hall furely die : God then fends him for Elidia 
to be his companion, who offers an offering to God, 
and goes with him — Elijah to try him, alks him to 
fay behind him at three different places, but he 
, will not leave him — they come to Jordan, Eliflta 
^ divides the wateri, and they pafs through— he afks 
; £Uflia what he fliall do for him — he requefts a 
; double portion of his fpirit ; they are then feparated 
[by a whirlwind — Elifha then fees charriots and 
! liorfes of fire, which take up Elijah to heaven— 
Eli(ha then takes up his mande — comes to Jordan 
— Klivides the waters, and comes to Jericho to the 
Ipns of the prophets, who beg leave to fend so- 
men to fearch for the bodj' of Elijah — which they 
do in vain. 

A Lthough at firft the plan was wifely laid; 
^ And heav'n and earth, accordingly were 
made, 

the Creator's pow'r, and forming hand. 
Producing aU things elfc; by his command ; 
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The fun, the moon, and ftars, each glorioirs 
light, 

The one to rule the day, the reft the night : 
The globe replenifb'd, both with trees and 
plants, 

Tp furnifh man (when made) for all his want 
Then fornaed him, breatji'd in the breath of Uf 
And for His comfort, gave to him a wife, 
And made him alfa Lord of the creation, 
To rule the creatures, in their proper ftatic 
When Adam's offspring were increased by bir 
And muhiply'd their numbers on the eartl 
Whjp form'd the world, and made them, a 

for what ? 
They either not confider'd or forgot ; 
But followed nature's diflates, irv their way 
In wantonnefs, and feafting, fpent their daj 
Followed each finful motion, and withdrev 
From God, hi^ Worftiip and devotion due 
*Till ev'ry thought and purpofe of the heai 
Were only evil* ; — wide they did depart 
Frpra all pretence of worfhipping the Lore 
Though be his fpirit did to them afford^ 
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To teath them of his ways ; yet they refus'd, 
\ Ad(J liked not to be therein aceus'd ; 
' But ftill rebeird againft it, and withftood 
Its fecret drivings with them, for their good. 
Thus did thofe early ages deviate 
From their once pure and innocent eftate, 
Except forae few, but Enoch was the chief, 
(Who doubtlefs faw their wickednefs with 
grief) [fence, 
Who ftrove to ferve the Lord, without of- 
Walked with Godt, and gain'd this evidence^ 
That he had pleafed him;|;, — and in that ftate 
The Lord in mercy did him hence f ranflate. 
When Satan had prevaiPd, and rul'd within^ 
Till foul and confcience were defil'd by fin ; 
God was thereby provok'd to iadignation. 
Which brought on them a total defolation. 
Save Noah and his houfe ; thefe he pre- 
ferv'd, 

Becaufe his precepts he had well obferv'd, 
And righteoufly the Lord his God had 
ferv'd, J, 

t 0«n. v. 24. i Hcb. xi. 5. 



To him in mercy he inftruftions gavef 

To baild an ark, therein their lives to fa ve; 

And creatures two or more of every kind, 

And for deftruftion leave the reft behind. 

But they had warning ,of it forty years, 

As by the building of the ark appears ; 

But this, nor Noah's preaching, couM prevail; 

All prov'd in vain, and of fuccefs did fail, 

Tfieir hearts were hardened, they would riot 
believe, ' 

Nor warning, counfel, or advice receive > 
For all their views to evil being bent. 
Sunk in pollution they wilj not repent. 
Until the rain begins, the floods defcend^ 
And all their lives and hopes together end ; 
^ And ev'ry living creature that hath breathy 
Partakes together of the wat'ry death. 
*But when again the waters were decreas'd^ 
And all the ark's inhabitants releas'd, 
Noah to God ofFer'd a facrifice. 
Which was well-pleafing then before his eyes : 
But after this, when Noah was remov'd. 
Some feared the Lord, and were by him ap- 
prov'd, 
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khnm was one who ferv'd the Lord in fcari 
W^bofe heart was true, and all his views fin- 
cere, 

^nd to this faithful man, the Lord faw fit, 
His mind, and precepts, plainly to commit. 
Chofe him, and his pofterity, to be 
His chofen people, to futurity ; 
And while they ferv'd him truly from the 
heart, 

ie never from them did at all depart, 
Jut on their heads, his favors daily pour'd, 
Jleffings of hcav'n, and earth, he on theih 
fliower'd, 

ind by his fervant Mofes gave a law, 
lO clear, and plain, it Scarce contain'd a flaw; 
Ind though this law they fully underftood, 
ind knew it was intended for their good, 
^nd that his judgments would on them at- 
tend, 

f they did not their evil ways amend ; 
Tet Satan led them frequently aftray, 
ynd they this law did often difobey; 
Ind as the people, in the nations round, 
)id greatly with idola<ry abound, - 
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This favored people by example fway'd, 
Were frequently into the fame betray'd^ 
A moft ungrateful, ftupid, horrid fin ! 
As what there is no fenfe, nor judgment ii 
To leave a living, wife. Almighty God, 
Who has the power to blefs, or ufe the ro 
Who form'd the earth, from whence at fir 

they came. 
And lately, in difpleafure, drown'd the fai 
But when men worfliip, or adore a ftock. 
They only of religion make a mock ; 
But yet thus blind and dark were Abram's n 
They could an idol willingly embrace ; 
And tho' fome kings, concerned for the ca 
Of bod, ftrove to reclaim them to his law 
Such reformation they did not retain, 
For oftentimes it ended with the reign ; 
Pretences to reform, when not fincere, 
Can only make hypocrify appear; 
So ftupid were revolting Ifrad grown. 
That they in folly were furpafs'd by non< 
For love of idols always did remain. 
And when reform'd, they foon returned aga 
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From reign to reign, they* frequently revolted ; 
Sometimes between the two they meanly 
halted) 

(Who halts between an idol, and a God, 
Muft be a fool, whofe back deferves the rod ;) 
But as for Ahab, this was not his fault. 
Between the two, he would not deign to halt, 
From bad to worfe, he grew fo bold at laft, 
The law of God behind his back to caft ; 
When he to Ifrael's throne obtain'd acccffion,^ 
He outftript all before him in tranfgreffion 
The firft and greateft error of his life, 
Was that of taking Jezabel to wife ;t 
A heathen princefs— -an imperious dame. 
Who from the country of Zidonia came. 
Daughter of king Ethbaal, and doubtlels was 
Of Ahab's wickednefs the greateft caufes 
By whofe ambition, and unbounded pride, 
He was deceiv'd, and grofsly led afide. 
The laws of God entirely to negleft ; 
He,, blindly fond, and full of falfe refpeCl, 

* I KiogSi jvi. 30. t Vcrfc 31. / 

■ K / 
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Preferred her bad advice and comilel mor^ 
Thsin all the laws of God (which heretofore 
David delighted in, ^nd moftly kept, 
Until in peace he with his fathers flept) 
Took down the altars which in former days 
The people did for facrifices raife 
" Unto the Lord, who, by a mighty hand. 
Brought them in fafety out of Egypt's land. 
By her bad influence, Ahab learn'd to fin. 
And chofe the worlhip fhe delighted in ; 
To heathen gods, or idols, facrific'd, 
.And moftly did whatever fhe advis'd : 
The people next, by their example fway'd. 
Were much to bafe idolatry betray'd ; 
Within Samaria's walls a houfe he rais'd,* 
Where the blmd people's idol-altar blaz'd j 
Ahab to Baal here his ofPrings made. 
To Baal planted here the folemn fliade, 
And openly to worftiip him profefs'd, 
So much did he the laws of God deteft. 
This did the jealous God at length provoke, 
Jo bring^on them at laft a dreadful ftroke, 



( 111 ) 

L pirching dearth, a famine o'er the land, 
l^bich he gave Ahab thus to underftand : 
Q Gibeah's land there dwelt, unknown to 
fame, 

i Tifhbite fecr*, Elijah was his name, 
/hofe bofom zeal and love wann'd with 

an holy flame ; 
^ho came cmd told king Ahab from the Lord 
hat it Ihould be according to his wordt, 
hat fome y^sars yet to come, no rain nor 

dew J [new, 
lould the parch'd furfacc of the earth re- 
hich was fulfiird ; three years and half of 

dearth 

ry*d up the land, and barren made the earth; 
It ivhiTfl the land thus fbrely was oppreft, 
he pioUs prophet was divinely bleft ; 
he mighty God of him due notice took, 
ad fent him to the banks of Cherith's brook'-J 
o^rmng and evening, hi this time of need, 
^ ravens there he did Elijah feed ; 

* 4 Kbgs, svli. 1. t Ibid. 

^•4 Ibid, ^ 1 Kings zTii. .5» iS. 
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Supplies of bread and flefti from day to day 
The Lord bis God did thus to him convey; 
Tho* mean the meflengers, the godly feer 
With grateful heart beheld them drawing nci 
When their extended pinions foar'd oa high 
. And drawing near, demanded with their crj 
His due attention, that he might receive 
What God had fenl, his hunger to relieve ; 
So great a favor, in fuch deep diftrefs, 
Produced, no doubt, his humble thankful 
nefs; . [bank 
No fqueamifii palate there, on Cherith'i 
To dilEpate the due return of thanks ; 
Though deftitute of ev'ry temporal good. 
As things of late are falfly underftood^ 
Raiment and food were all he then poffefs' 
And doubtlefs thought himfelf divinely 
blefs'd, 

Without an houfe, or furniture, or wifi 
Nor thofc elleem'd the needful things of li 
No fhelter for his aged, hoary head ; . 
No chair for reft — for fleep, no downy b< 
No diih, no cup, no plate or fauce had he 
His band his cup^ his table was his km 
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$ meat (perhaps undrcfa'd) ^as wdicoiae 
food, 

» change of di{hes, yet to him *twas good ; 
s raiment coarfe, his coat of hairy hide, 
r ufe his mean attire, and not for pride ; 
ith leather girt about*, in this abode, 
1^ wanted not to know the neweft mode ; 
s bed the earth, beneath fome (hady grove, 
* flept in peace, fupported from above ; 
is time in contemplation was employed, 
here he the prefence of the Lord enjoy'd; 
bis made up all the want of earthly things, 
^nfccnding far the pomp and ftate of kings, 
happy, peaceful, bleft, contented ftate, 
30 feldom witnefs'd by the rich and great. 

Should famine here in England fhew its face, 
lould pinching want appear in ev'iy place, 
^here fulnefs prompts to pride and idleqefs, 
nd plenty leads fo many to excefs ; 
be haughty looks of fuch would quickly fail, 
id fear of death would turn their faces pale ; 

f * Eonga I. 8. 
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•^bcir dainty palates then would be content,' 
With any food that could that death prevent; 
Or any clothes to keep them warm and dry. 
Or any fire to warm their bodies by ; 
The wafteful glutton, he who lives at cafe. 
Where plenty fcarce his appetite can pleafe. 
Would quickly fee the vanity of pride ; 
Sports too and paftimes would be laid afide j 
Joy then would ceafe, and delicacies fail, 
And fudden fear and terror would prevail : 
Or if the Lord ftiould fend his peftilence. 
To call off thoufands haftily from hence : 
What pleafure then for plays would mprtals 

have, [grave, 
Who faw themfelves fo near the threaten'd 
Thefe awful things would make their hearts 

to bend, [tend. 
They'd find enough with judgments to con- 
Though few are now concerned to amend; 
Nor bleffings heap'd on bleffings move each 

heart, 

From evVy finful praQice to depart; 
And^ ev'ry grofs and vile abomination. 
Which lies a dreadfiil load upon thij nation j 
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iut whild we thus to ferve the Lord negka, 
What heavy judgments may we not cxpe6l? 
[ dread the time — and fear that fuch a rod, 
Alone will bring us to remember God. 
O may wc prize the favors we enjoy, 
And not to pamper felf our wealth employ ; 
To court our palates ftill with fonriething frefli, 
4nd make fo much provifion for the flefh : 
Not live to eat, but eat and drink to live, 
And daily thanks for living bleffings give. 
Then fhould we aft like people truly wife, 
And food and common raiment would fufHce, 
With other needful things, to ufe with care, 
And if befides we fomething have to fpare, 
(More than our wants require) laid up in ftore^ 
The furplus always ought to help the poor. 
In times of health, of plenty, and of peace. 
We fhould from all excefs and evil ceafe; 
And every one endeavor to amend, 
And think in time upon his latter end« 
But let me now refume again my theme, 
ind view the prophet by the fcapty ftream i 



\ 
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Where in that lonely, mean, and penGveJlM 
He did with patience God*^ dlfpofal wait; 
Until the brook was dry*, the ravens fled. 
Who had fo often brought him fieft and htcsii 
Then God informed Elijah from ahpve, 
How he Ihould be fuftain'd, and whereto 
move ; 

A fignal inftance of divine regard. 
With which he did this faithful man reward; 
A prophet's widow at Zarephatht dwelt, 
Who, doubtlefs for the poor, compaflion fell 
Before he came the Lord prepared her mind, 
To take him in, and to her pow'r .be kind ; 
When he the city gate approached near. 
He faw the woman prefently appear : * 
To whom he did for water foon apply;*;, 
Which as fhe went to fetch fhe beard him ctyj 
Bring me a marfel of thy bread}, I pray ; 
But thus did to the fefir the widow fay, 
As the Lord lives, fitid fhe, I have no cake ; 
Of meal and oil enough, but one to make } 
* iKmg«xvii. 7. ^ Vcr. 9. 
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efe flicks IVe gathered, that my fon and Ij 
y both together cat thereof, and die.* 
I then, faid he, and be thou not afraidt, 
make thy cake, and do as thou haft faid ; 

I try her faith he adds, firft make me one^ 
d then another for thyfelf and fon ; 

us faith the Lord, the meal and oil thou haft^ 
all not henceforward by thy ufirtg waftcj j 
t in the crufe and barrel Ihall remain, 

II on the thirfty earth he fend the rain, 
hich prophecy (he readily believ'd, 

id was not by his words therein deceiv*d« 
t with this widow, whilft Elijah ftay'd, 
le Lord upon her this afifiiiftion laid ; 
Hat fo her patience alfo might be try'd) 
5r darling fon through pining fickncfs dy*d; J 
this diftrefs (he could not long refrain, 
It quickly to the prophet did cdmplain; 
)ld him her thoughts, her moft exccflive 

grief, [relief^) 
nd doubtlefs hop'd, through him, to find 

• I Kiflgs xvii. I a. t Vcr. 13. 
t Vcr, I4i § Vcr. 17; 
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But fear'd her fins were to remembrance J 
brought, 

Although ftie thus the prophet's favor fought f| 
Who foon the lad unto his bed convey'd* ^ ' 
And there himfelf upon his body laid, I 
And to the Lord with holy fervor prayed i J 
Who did in mercy condefcend to hear. 
And for th^ fake of the diftrefs*d appear ; 
And fo the young man's foul again retum'd. 
For whofe departure £he fo deeply mourn'd. 
(This only fon, by fome is faid to be, ' 
The prophet Jonah, who to Nineveh, ■ 
Was afterwards by God's commandment fcnt, 
To warn the king and people to repent.) 
But when the Lord had humbled thus the landf 
And was determin'd foon to day his hand ^ 
He let his faithful fervant clearly, fee, : 
Soon (hould the parched earth refrefhed bct^ 
But not till Baal's priefts, a num'rous train. 
Were in his anger fierce together flain. 
And though the king and queen did not amendji 
The Lord was pleafed quickly rain to fend, 

• I Kiogs %riL 19. t Chap. stvilL u 



( ) 

Left cv*ry life fliould from the land be fwept j 
Yet ftill for Ahab and his houfe he kept 
i^engeance in ftore, — which foon fhould them 
purfue, 

ind death their portion be, as juftly due. 
ut yet the Lord was not by all deny'd, 
ev'n thoufand yet had not to Baal cry'd, 
or kiffed him*. — Though this was yet con- 
ceaPd, 

nd to Elijah was not then reveaPd ; 
houfands of children wholly innocent, 
ivine compaifion would from death prevent. 

But in this dreadful time of fore diftrefs, 
^ben thus the land was full of barrennefs, 
hab went forth one way to fearch the landt, 
nd Obadiah on another hand ; 
hefe went to fearch the kingdom difPrent 
Avays, 

rid each the fprings arid valleys well furveysj 
It in this fearch of forage and of grafs 
, Obadiah's route it came to pafs 

* J Kip|;S|Xix. 18. f'Cbap. xviii. 5* , 
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He met the great Elijah in his way*, - 
To whom he did all due fubmiffion pay 
Was doubtlefs glad to fee him yet alive. 
And that he did thofe pinching years furvive. 
Elijah then bid Obadiah bring 
Thefe tidings to his matter, Ifr'el's king. 
That he had met Elijah in his way, 
Who bid him in his name to Ahab fay, 
(When he return'd) behold Elijah's here ;t 
Which Obadiah hear'd with feeming fear, 
As by his anfwer thus it may appear ; 
The king for thee has fought (at great ex- 
pence) 

In ev'ry kingdom round with diligence. 
And ev'ry king in folemn oath hath bound, 
That in his nation thou couldft not be found; 
What have I finn'dj, or where do I offend, 
That thou wouldft me on fuch an erran4 
fend ? 

To, tell the king that thou wilt fee his face, 
When God may fend thee to another place; 

* I Kings xriii. 7. f Vcrfe 8. 

t Vcrfc 9. f Vcrfc 
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And when he corses and finds thee not, then I 
Muft by the angry king expcft to die ; 
The Lord*, faid he, thy fervant greatly fears, 
! And fure the fame of me hath reach'd thy 
ears, 

= How much I drove the prophets lives to fave, 
• One hundred fed, by fifty in a cave ; 
When Jezabel, all Ifr'el fcarching round, 
To cruel death devoted all fhe found. 
Then did Elijah eafe his fearful mind. 
And with the ufual terms his purpofe bind; 
As lives the Lord, Til ftiew myfelf to-day.t 
Then Obadiah ftraight purfu'd his way, 
And told his roafter where he late had been, 
An(J how Elijah's face his eyes had feen; 
That if to fee him Ahab was inclin'd 
He there might go, and there the prophet find ; 
Then both together went unto the place, 
And there king Ahab faw Elijah's face ; 
And while the prophet did before him ftand, 
Art thou tbe man that trouble th Ifr'el's land ?X 

* 1 Kings zviii. jt, 13. f Ver. 15. J Vcr. 17. 
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Said the rude kiag • the prophet tlius reply*d,* ' 
I have not troubled Ifr'el^ hut the pride 
Of thy anceftors, and of thee forfook 
The juft commandments of the Lord^, and 

took 

Baalim to worlhip : from our holy law ' ' 
You led the people, whom you keep in awe; ' 
Then plainly told him of his grofs oiFence, 
And JezabeVs audacious infolence, 
In feeding Baal's prophets at her table. 
Which then to juftify he was not able. 
Then faid Elijah, let them all appear. 
For they are many, I alone am here t; 
Then let the king appoint a certain day, 
And for themfelves at firft a bullock flay, 
And on the altar let the fame be laid 
Upon the wood (but not the fire convey'd) 
~ When this is done, let me perform the fame, 
And let each call upon his God by name. 
They all (hall call on Baal with one accord. 
And I alone will call upon the Lord ; 
The God that anfwers then by fire fhall be 
• I Kings xviii. i8. f Vcrfc 21. 
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Lcknowledg'd God — to which they did 
agree. 

Aind when Elijah did in this (ucceed, 
rhe king fent meflengers t away with fpeed» 
And all the priefts of Baal far and near -\ ] 
Caird to the wond'rous conteft with the fccr, > 
And full eight hundred;]; %f them did appear. J i 
Mount Carmel was agre«|l to be the place^, 
Where they ihould come together face to face, 
Kfid there, when met, each iide their God to 
try, 

Where Baal was with Omnipotence to vie 
That all the multitude at once might fee^ 
What the erent of this difpute would be. 
The worfhippers of God and Baal came 
there, 

jSefore the king and prophet to appear. 
Elijah then the people thus addrefs'd, 
And thus the purpofe of bis heart exprels*d : 
How long halt ye, or two opinions own|{, 
He who is God ought to be ferv'd alone ; 

♦ I Kingf ifiit. ar. t Vcrfe 20. 

% Vc«& 19. i Vcrff 20. II Vcrli 21. 



If then the Lord be God, let him be hallowed 
If Baal be God, let Baal alone be foUow'd 
To which the people anfwer*d not a w^rd*. 
But filence gave confent, with one accord. 
Then firft of all the priefts of Baal began,' 
At their own altar to purfue the plan ; 
Their bullock (lew, and on the altar laid 
Upon the wood — th(|n to their idol pray'd, 
Invok'd him loudly, but he could not heartj 
Nor on their altar did by fire appear ; 
But yet they call'dand cry'd in great diftreff 
With fhame and horror, mixt with bittemefi 
Like frantic people, weary of their lives, 
They cut themfelves with lancets and with 
knives; 

They cry*d, O hear us Baal, but cry'd in Vai 
Then rav'd, and cry'd, and cut themfelves 

again; ^ 
Elijah then, to move the lift'ning croud, 
Bid all the priefts of Baal to cry aloud;};, 
Perhaps he fleeps, and muft awaken'd be, 
Or elfe engaged in talking— or elfe he 

• t Kings xviiL ao. f Vctfc z6* t V^rie 
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» on his journey or purfuit. The fcer 
M thus the fancied godhead's powV jeer ; 
irnd being fill'd with zeal, did not refrain, 
Vith bitter taunts to aggravate their pain. 
it then built up an altar with twelve ftones, 
!y which he all the tribes of Jacob owns 
rhereon his wood he lays, and facrifice, 
Vnd to his friends and fervants next applies, 
Pomake fome trenches alfo in the ground, 
Vhjcht might the new-built altar quiie fur- 
roupd, 

« 

rhen order*d water to be quickly fought, 
\nd to this altar for his purpofe brought, 
ind fome to fetch it very quickly went, 
prompt with the hopes of feeing the event, 
^nd brought it to him where Elijah flood, 
IVho poor'd it on the altar, and the woodt, 
?our . barrels full, three times he thus bc--^ 
ftow'd, 

Jpon the facrifice and on the wood, 

["ill all the trenches full of water ftow'dJ,J - 

* Ooflgs, xviii. 31. 32. 33. t V«f. 33. t Vcr. f5> 
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This candid meafure prov'd a guard com--% 
pleie, 

Agstinft all imputation of deceit, 
Which might fo great a miracle defeat, J 
Tl>at Ifr'el might again to God return^ 
For whofe departure he did often mourn, 
^That fo the Lord might have his juft renew 
Arid Baal be for ever overthrown. 
Thus did Elijah as he was infpir*d, 
% And when all was prepar'd as he defir'd, . 
He then with fervor lifted up his cry, 
To Abram's, Ifaac's, Ifr'ePs God, on high, 
Hear. me, O Lord, hear me, that Ifr'el may 
Acknowledge thee*, thus did the prophet pra 
Whofe pray'r was heard, God fent before the 
eyes, 

Fire from above, which burnt his facrifice, 
Lick'd up the water which around it flood, 
And did confume the altar and the wood.t 
. All this the muUitude around bira faw, 
And on their faces fell with folemn awe, 
Which being do|ie, they own'd with one con- 
fcnt, 

\ 
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e pow'r was God's, and he imnipotent, 
ic Lord is God*, the Lord is God, they cry, 
le holy prophet being rous'd thereby, 
oclaim'd aloud, take Baal's prophets hence, 
Q refcuet one admit no vain pretence, , 
1 that were prefent there — the people took, 
nd then they brought them down to Kiflion 

brook, X 
hab with grief faw this perform'd, no doubt. 
It could not hinder what they were about ; 
id there they all were by the prophet flain, 
Jt numbers of them doubtlefs did remain, 
hO' by their abfence then were left alive, 
It did not long the others fate furvive, 
U)ugh judgment linger, as with leaden heels, 
; iron hands at laft its ftrength reveals, 
lus was Baal's worQiip very much fuppreft, 
le common people foon their fins confefs'd, 
ut fuch who did idolaters remain, 
ere after by the fword of Jehu flainj.) 
lefe things tranfafled with no fmall furprife, 
le prophet did king Ahab next advifcj 
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To eat and drink, and not from food rtG^slttf 
Becaufe, faid he, there 19 a found of rain*; 
Then to the top of Carmers Mount he. went. 
From thence his fervant fomewbat farther kiA 
Nearer the feat, to make an obfervatkHH 
If in the air, he faw an alteration, 
-Or found the clouds beginning to arife, . 
Or any figns of rain around the fkie?, . 
Who foon return'd without the hopes of rain; 
But Toon bis mailer fent him outag^in, . 
And when return'd, bis anfwer was the fame. 
Sevqn times he fent himXj when at lad he casiCy 
And faid he faw a cloud towards the fea, 
Which was £b fmall, to him it feem'd to bei 
In bis appearance, fomething like a hand,: ^ 
Which gave the prophet (bonto onderftand, V 
That God was fending rain to bleis the land. J 
Go up to Abab now, faid he, and £17,. n 
Prepare thy charioty hafte thee fcor^ away, > 
That fo the rain may not thy journey ftay$. J 
The rifmg clouds made Ahab foon believe^ 
And this advice, for his own good receive ; 

; I Siflgs sKiUi. 41, jf Vcr. 43* t Ibii^ f Vcr. 44> 



But yet he bore the feer no true regard, 
Nor thought him worthy of the lead reward, 
Yet knew he was the Tervant of the Lord. 
But ftill Elijah's God aflForded ftrength, 
To run a journey of fo great a length ; 
As Ahab fwiftly drove, the pious man 
With girded loins before him fwiftly ran, 
Till near the city of Jezreel they came*, 
(But not perhaps fo fwift as nimble fame,} 
Where Ahab foon did to his wife relate, 
Baal's prophets death, an unexpe3ed fate, 
And greatly did the lofs of them deplore, 
And laid the blame at poor Elijah's doodr. 
The haughty qbeen did this with terror hcar^ 
And foon for vengeance did her mind prepare* 
Blinded with fury, ftupify'd with rage, 
(Which nothing but reyenge could then afr 
fuage) 

So weak was Ihe, a meflenger to fend 
To teU the prophet what Che did intend, 
That on the morrow, by that time of day, . 
She furely would this holy prophet flayt ; 

* I Kings viiil 4$. f Cbap« xis. 2. 



And that his life (hould be like one of thofci 
Which he upon Mount Carmel did oppofe. 
And caufed there to be together (lain ; 
But hearing this he did not there remain. 
And as his cafe admitted no delay, 
He for the wildemcfo purfu*d his way ; 
And there beneath a tree vith grief oppreft^ 
Laid himfeif down upon the earth to reft*, 
And afk'd to die, and did his cafe bemoan ; 
But there the Lord did foon Elijah own^ 

. And fent his angel twice with a fupply 
Of cake and watcrt : be refrefh'd thereby, 
Purfu*d his lonely walk for forty days. 
Through defart, rugged, and untrodden ways; 
Cftme to the cave in Horeb's mount (the plate 
Where Moies tum'd afide, and hid his faccj, 
When he the bu(h had fcen,) and did appeal 
To him that knew his conftancy and zeal$ ; 

^His fuflPring then bewail'd ; and made con- 
feflion 

Of Ifrael's lin, and Judah's great tranfgreffioiT; 

; i Kings, xix, ^ f Vcr. 6. J Exod, iii. 5. 
i I Kiogs xi^ la 
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Vhen he had done, the Lord then ga ve 
conmiaiid, 

'hat on the mount he ftould before him (land. 
V^hen there, the Lord before him pafled by, 
l^ith folemn dread and awful majefty ; 

.nd then he heard a wind that roar'd like 
thunder, 

Vhich rent the mountains and the rocks 

afunder* ; : 
>o piercing and tremendous as to make 
rhe earth to tremble^ and the mountains 

fhaket. 

ind then a Rre appeared, which doubtlefs fiew 
.ike lightning's flafhes in the prophet's view. * 
et did it not the great Jehovah pleafe 
rhen to appear in any one of thefe, / 
Jut when they all were pad there reach'd his car 
^ fmall ftill voice— but yet diftinft and clear; 
Vo which Elijah foon attention gave, 
lis face wrapt in his mantle.; from the cave J 
;;ame forth, and in the entrance flood and heard 
i sain the voice of him he lov'd and fear'd ; 

* I Kings, xix. XI. t Ver. 12. % Vcr. 13. 
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What doft thou here Elijah ? He again, 
Did thus of Ifr'ers wickednefs complain ; 
I have been jealous for the Lord, faid he, 
Becaufe all Is'rel have forfaken thee, 
Thy altars broken down, thy prophets flatn, 
And even I alone alive remain*; 
And my life too they feek, that fo they may, 
With unrelenting hearts take that away. 
Then faid the Lord, (who faw his great 
diftrefi) 

Go^to Damafcus by the wildernefst ; 
Hazael king of Syria there anoint ; 
Jehu the fon of Nimfhi, I appoint 
The lofty throne of Is'rel to afcend. 
To make of Ahab's houfe a total end ; 
Anoint Elifha, Shaphat's fon, to be 
A prophet alfo in the room of thee J. 
A weiglity tafk was this, but yet he went, 
And did the work for which he then was fenl, 
But to anoint two kings while others reign*d, 
And heirs apparent to their crowns remained, 

• I Kings XIX. 14 t Ver. 15. t Vcr. 16. 
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ight have been conftru'd treafon, if fuf- 
peSed, 

t he in this was by the Lord direflcd, 
d by his pow'r was gracioufly protcQed. 
X notwithftanding Ahab's wickednefs, 
le Lord remember'd Ifr'el in diftrefs ; 
•r king Benhadad, with the Syrian hoft 
* horfe and foot, invaded Ifr'el's coaft ; 
ho to fecure a conqucft with him brings 
) lefs than thirty- two confederate kings, 
I to Samaria (Ahab's city) came, 
id with his army did hefiege the fame : 
nt in his claims to all that Ahab had*, 
ho anfwer'd wifely, tho' fo vile and bad ; . 
le man may boaft who Uys bis harnefs by : 
)t he who puts it on, was bis reply, 
len did the Lord to him a prophet fend, 
) tell the king that he would him defend, 
hough his regard for Ifr'cl furely was, 
r his deliverance the only caufe.) 
lus faith the Lord, faid he, this multitude 
/hich in the land fo caufelefsfy intrude) 
' • I Kings xx^ 4, 5, 6, 7. 
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Will I into tKy hand deliver fo. 

That thou and ^11 the people here may 

know, fflow. 
I am the Lord*, from whom your bleffings 
Benhadad, "being not at all difmay'd. 
Drunk with his kings in his pavillion ftaid. 
Until noon day t; then there appear'd in vie\ 
Of Ifr'ers ftrength, three hundred thirty-tw< 
And feek his. camp- — he then an order gave 
To his commanders all their lives to fave J 
3ut each bold youth a Syrian foldier flew, 
And then fevep thoufand did the reft purfue 
Whp yanquifli'd all Benhadad's mighty hoi 
Of which he did of late fo proudly boaft. 
But then the Syrians tho't the caufe was kno^ 
Why all their array there >yas gverthrown ; 
That Ifr'el's God was foyVeign of the hills||j 
And therefore Ifr'el had obtain'd their wills 
That if the battle had Been on the plain. 
The Ifr'elites as furely had been flain ; 
That of the vallies he was not the Lord, 

f 1 Kings xr. 13. f Vcrfc 16. 
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Arid could not there give vift'ry to the fworu. 

Gathering the forces which did yet remain, 

Benhadad to Damafcus march'd again ; 

And there: rcfolv'd that the enfuing year. 
He would againft the Ifr'elites appear ; 
All efforts try'd, he did obtain at length 
An army equal to the firft in ftrenglh. 
The feafon come^"and preparations made. 
Again he ventur/d Ifr'el to invade ; 
But in his march he did the hills avoid, 
A^ his laft army was on hills deftroy'd, 
And thought a conqueft certainly to have, 
Where itT'el's God had not the pow'r to fave. 
Then cams to Aphek, with intent to fight 
The Ifr'eiites, when they appeared in fight ; 
Who when they came, and were encamped 
near 

To their infulting foes did but appear 

Like two fmall flocks of kids couch'd on the 

ground, [round*. 
While the proud Syrians fill'd the country 
But Ifr^el's God was jealous of his name. 
And to the Heathens did his pow'r proclaim. 

♦ 1 Kings %%. 27. 
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A man of God to Ahab came and faid, 
Bccaufe the Syrians did the Lord upbraid;* 
As if the vallies he could not proteft, 
(Though he did Ahab and his houfe rejeft) 
He would preferve and fave again the land, 
And give this multitude into his hand, 
Sev'n days together thus the armies lay, 
Before the fight begunt, — ^then in one day^ 
One hundred thoufand Syrians Ifr'el flew. 
The reft to Aphek hallily withdrew ; 
Full feven and twenty thoufand ; where a wall 
Upon them fell, and doubtlefs kill'd theni all. 
JJenhadad then conceaVd hirafelf awhile^;, 
And then obtained his freedom with a wile$ 
Of foolifli Ahab ; who had then his foe 
A prifoner made, but let him fafely go. 
Soon after which a prophet to him came^ 
And let him know wherein he was to blame, 
And that his life fhould for the othefs go|[, 
And in procefs of time it proved fo, 
Ahab had near bis palace caft his eye, 
Upon a vineyard which he fain Would buy,^ 
* I Kings XX. 28, f V«r. 29. % Vcr. 30* 
§ Vcrfe 32. jl Vcffc4S- 
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)r for another change*,— which Ifrael 
V'ere by the laws of God forbid to fell ; 
'et Ahab had the owner Naboth try'd, 
►ut flatly was by him at once deny'd, 
'he king of this fore difappointment full, 
Leturn'd unto his queen exceeding dull ; 
"he caufe of which fhe very foon inquir'd, 
Vho quickly told her what he had defir*d, 
Ind how repuls'd, and by a fubjeQ loo, [do ; 
Vho foon contrived what flie thought would 
rhen to him faid,, go eat and merry be, 
\.nd I will give thje vineyard foon to theet. 
Jhe then got Naboth taken and fecur'd, 
\nd then to trial brought, where flie procurd, 
i^alfe witneffes to prove the high offence,^ 
3f biafphemy againft omnipotence, 
\nd Ahab too;J; ; — this was her bafe pre- ^ 
tence. 

What they afferted, Naboth never own'd, 
But yet to death he was unjuftly fton'd. 

Soon after this, upon a certain day, 
rhe Lord again did to Elijah fay, 

* J Kings xxi. 2. + Vcr. 7. % V^r. :o. 
M-2 
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Go down to Jezreel, for behold, faid he, 
Ahab is gone the vineyard there to fee*. 
With which poor Naboth's father's houfe 

were bleft, 
And he as heir had many years poffeft. 
This frefti command he inftantly obey*d. 
And found king Ahab where^the Lord had 

faid ; 

And drawing near, faid wiAi an awful lodk, 
Plaft thou both killed and polfeffion tookt ? 
Hear what the Lord hath fent me now to fay, 
Where dogs the blood of Naboth lick'dj^ 
fhall they 

Lick thy bloody even thrne; thy (amil/ 
Shall out of Ifr'el extirpated be ; 
And they who in the field fliall chance to die, 
For fowls to eat, fliall there unbufy'd He ; 
And fuch who in the city fhall be ftain. 
Shall, torn by dogs therein, as dung remain; 
And by^ the walls of Jezreel *^tis decreed. 
That dogs on Jezabel, thy wife, lhall feed}, 

* 1 Kings, xxi, 1 8. f Vcr. ig. J Ibid^ 
$ 1 Kings xxl 23;. 
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lis dreadful feutence Ahab fully knew, 
s 'twas from God,) would certainly be true ; 
s clothes according to the cuftom rent, 
id fading aifo, did his cafe lament, 
id foftly walk'd*, but yet it is not (aid, 
lab repented, or that Ahab pray'd ; 
was then too late ; the fixed pumftuttent, 
1 his deje£lion could not then prevent ; 
It this fubmiflion then fo far prevaif'd 
'ilh him, wbofe kind compaflion never fail'd, 
e to the prophet faid, Doft thou not fee, 
ow Ahab bumbleth now himfelf to me ? 
tell him then, the evil whrch I faid 
lould on his houfe affuredly be laid, 
lall not in his own days b^ brought (with - 
fpeed) 

It in his foo'st, who fiiall his throne fucceed* 

Tihree years had Ahab refted now in peacej;, 
which the Syrian war with him did ceafe ; 
It Ahab then propofed war to make, 
is city Ramoth-Gilead to retake ; 

? 1 King^ xxi. 27. t Vcr..^9t. t Cbap, xxil 1, 
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And to Jehofhaphat again he faid. 
Wilt thou go with me ? But he feem'd afraid 
Uplefs they firft the mind of God could know. 
If he approved, he would confent to go. 
Four hundred prophets they together call*, 
To know the mind of God they feek of all, 
Whether they fhould to Ramoth Gilead go, 
To fight againft the Syrians then, or no. 
They alt faid. Go ; agreeing in the thing, 

. That God would give the city to the kingt> 
But Judah's king ftill doubting, ahd afraid 
To truft therein, to Ahab further faid, 
Is there no other prophet of the Lord, 

- That we of him may alfo hear his wordj? 

, Ahab reply'd, there is another yet, 
Micaiah, Imlah's fon, but him I hate; 
Who never prophefied good to me. 
But always evil things ; let not, faid he, 
The king fay fo$ ; — but let us for him fend^. 
Which being done, he came and did attend 
Then they of him inquired as before. 
And lie reply'd the fame ; (but then.nomore 

♦ I Kings xxii. 6. f Vcr. 8. t Ver. 7. $ Vcr. 8 



And alfo g^ve thefe kings to underftand, 
Ramoth fhould foon be put in Ahab's hand, 
(Thus faid he then, as if he would deceive, 
Though foon would make them otherwifc 
believej 

For being further prefs'd, he that reversed, 
Ahd faid, I faw all Ifrael difpers'd, 
And fcatter'd on the hills like wandVing (heep, 
No fh^pherd being left them there to keep ; • 
Then faid the Lord, All thefe no mafter bave^ 
Let ev'ry one go home*, (his life to fave) 
How long, faid Ahab, fhall I thee adjure 
To fpeak the truth to met ^ 
Then did Micaiah thus his viQon own, 
I faw the Lord exalted on his throne. 
And all the hoft of heav'n on either hand. 
Around him there, in proper order ftand. 
Then faid the Lord, who fiiall I fend that will 
Ahab perfuadej— (my purpofc to fulfil) 
To go to Ramoth ? (that he there may fall) 
A fpirit then came forth before them all, 

f t Kings xxii. 17. t Vcr. i6» t Vcr. aiu ' 
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And faid, I'll go, the prophets to deceive,- » 
A lying fpirit be, (which they'll believe) 
Then faid the Lord, perfuade him' and prevail^. 
Go do it then*; who went and did not fail : , 
Know then, faid he, the Lord hath put a lie 
Into (he mouth of eacht that ftandeth by. 
Four hundred prophets fearcely this could . 
hear, 

And no fefentment in their niinds appear ; 

For Zedekiah being chief of tbofe^ 

Did fmite MicaiahJ, and his words oppofe. 

But this true prophet's anfwer clearly. ftiow'd^ 

That the prophetic fpirit in him flow'd, 

And told him what ftiould him befall when feat 

In the approaching danger fhould be near : 

That in his fright for fafety he'd provide. 

And in an inner chamber there would hidet ; 

But Ahab'^ mind with fury agitated, 

To prifon fent the prophet} w^hich he hated ; 

Where bread and water fhould his life fuftain, 

Both of affliftion, and fhould there retnain, 

Till he in peace returned home again. 

• I Kings wii. 22, f Vcr. 23. | Vcr. ^4. 
§ Vcr. 25. y Vcr. 27. 
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If thmi in peace return again, Taid he, 
rhe Lord (my God) hath never fpoke by me*; 
Acbab would not the prophet's word receive, 
But in the other prophets did believe ; 
To which alfo Jehoftiaphat inclined, [join'd 
They march'd to Ramotht, and their forces 
Now Ahab was difgujfed in the fight,. 
And ting Jehofhaphat appeared in fight, 
Jn royal robes J ; him God defign'4 to fave ; 
The king of Syria this order g^ve, 
Neither with fmall or great to urge the fight, 
On Ifr'cls king alone t' impel^their might; 
Jehofhaphat the Syrians quickly fee, ^ 
'And feen, they deem him I reel's king to bej ; 
And pulh upon him hard, his fubjefts croud ; 
-Jehofhaphat for help befought aloud : 
The error known, no more the foes purfue, 
But one his bow then at a venture drew, ■ 
And Ahab fmote ; who to his driver faid, ^ 
I'm wounded, turn afide ; but was afraid, 
If this was known his hod would be dif- 

may'd ; ^ 
5 Kiog^ xxii. 28. t Vcr. 29. % Ver. 30. J Vcr. 3?. 
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And there tTiey held him up in fight awhilCf i 
That he thereby both armies might beguile; ' 
But death approaching, home he ftrove to ride, 
Yet of his wound upon the way he dy'd. ■ 
Samaria's pool received bis arms and car. 
To cleanfc them after this prefumptuous war; 
And as Elilah prophefy'd, his blood 
Was lick'd by dogs as there the chariot ftood*. 
Such was the impious Ahab's fearful end, 
And Ahaziah did his throne afcend ; 
Who by a fall was hurt, and did deiire, 
Of Baal zebub, Ekron's God, t' inquire, 
Whether he fhould recover then or diet. 
But God with him was much difpleafd 
thereby. 

And to Elijah by an iangel fent, 

(That he their meffage might thereby prevent,) 

To meet the merjj and fend 'em biick again, 

Beoaufe of him inquiry was in vain ; 

Is there no God in Ifrael, that he, 

Would now to Ekron fend, rejefting me? 

Go tell the king, the bed where he doth lie, 

* X Kings, xxii. 38. f 2 Kings i. 2. J Vcr. 3. 
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■ . ^ 

He 0iall not leave, but there ftiall furely die*. 
The king difpleas'd at this, a captain fent, 
With fifty armed men, who quickly went. 
And found Elijah on an eminence ; 
O man of God, faid they, come down from 
thence ; 

But he refus'd to come at their defire. 
Aip I a man of God, faid he, let fire 
Come down from heaven, and each of you 
confumet, [fume, 
Which came to pafs ; yet did the king pre- 
And impioufly in hafte he fent again 
j\noiher captain, with his fifty men 
"Who in like mwner to the prophet came. 
Commanding him in Ahaziah's name 
To come down quickly ; but thefe men again 
Were in like manner in an inftant flain§. 
Periiaps thefe captains and their fifties fell 
To be a warning then to Ifrael, 
That Ahab's houfe might alfo clearly fee 
,The power of God not in the lead degree 
Reduc'd or lelten'd, but remain'd the fame, 
a Kings i. 4. t Vcr. 10, j Vcr. 12. § Ibid, 
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As when their fiather*s out of Egypt came. 
But notwithftanding this the hardened king 
Sent fifty more, cotnmanding them to bring 
The prophet down; but thefe polfeft with fear, 
Went up and did fubmiffively appear ; 
Proftrate before him fell, and begg'd that he 
Would let their lives unto him precious be 
Mov'd with compaflion then, the angel faid, 
Go with them down, and be thou not afraidt. 
By this encouragement Elijah went . 
Along with thofe whom Ahaziah fent, 
And told the king his meffage from the l-ard| 
Which came to pafs according to his word, 
(But Jezabel did Ahab lon^furvive) 
With fev'nty fons, whom Jehu found alive, 
When he flew JoramJ to affume the throne, 
With all the reft§, tq make the crown his Qwn,. 
And Jezabel from out her window caft. 
Torn by devouring dogs|| flie breath'd herlaft, 

Some things Elijah in his time did fee 
Fulfil'd in part, and faw the reft would be; 

f I Kings, i. 13, 14. t Vcr. 15. J 2 Kings x. 7. 
^ 2 Kings ix. 29. y Verfe 33. 
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\\ now the I^ord had beiter Uiings in (lore 
)r good £]iij^h, than to \«itne{is more, 
now proceed in my ac^ouat to fay, 
ow God in mercy tpok him hence away; 
^Qlding with coipjy^flion his diftrefs, 
1 ipities, caves, and in the wildernefs ; 
ft hunger-pinch'd) and muft thereby have 
dy'd, [ply'd; 
ad not the Lord his God his wants fupr 
3 earthly comforts and delights a ftranger^ 
«pos'd, to hardfhips, folitude) apd danger j 
is. life a ftate of real pilgrimage^ 
be flight of foro^, tho' blefling of the age. 
bis God beheld, and faw his.bitternef^ 
Dr Ifr'ers fin, and Ahab's wickednefs^ 
iw his condition here was fo forlorn, 
nd deep diftrefs, no longer to he borne ; 
letermin'd foon his fervant to tranflate, 
rgm all his forrows to a blifsful date; 
or evermore triumphantly to fing 
he praifes of the Lord his God and kiog» 
nd when the Lord wais pjeafed to remove 
his faithful fervant to the jQy$ above, 
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As he before Eliflia did appoint, 
He fent Elijah now hiih to anoint 
A prophet in his room ; and to attend 
tJpon Elijah alfo to his end ; 
But when he came, he there Elilha found 
Employed with oxen, ploughing up the ground 
And caft his mantle over him in love* ; 
. Which token of regard his heart did mo>e, 
With ftrong afFc&ion for the holy feer, 
Which did by runmn^after him appear; 
But as he follow'd him he alk*d for this; 
(Before he farth^ went) that he might kifs 
jHis father and his mother ; then faid he, 
, Go back to them, what have I done to theet 
So he returned to his men again^ 
And caus'd two of his oxen to be (Iain, 
Which being done, they quickly boil the flcfl: 
That he together might his nrien refrefh. 
And burnt the implements which he before 
Had often us'd, but now (hould ufe no more; 
(He being call'd to greater fervic6 now. 
Than driving oxen, or of holding plow ;} 
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le then with hafte after Elijah went, 
^nd to continue with him was content ; • 
ut it, by the chronology appears 
be but four, or not above five years, 
>n whom he did with diligence attend, 
^ntil he knew the time he fiiould afcend ; 
.nd on that folemn, awful, parting day, 
lijah afk'd Eliflia there to ftay 
ehind at Gilgal, for the Lord, faid he, 
b go to Bethel hath direfled me* ; 
o which Eliflia foon this anfwer gives, 
s lives the Lord, and as thy foul now lives- 
will not leave thee ; thus his mind was 
bent ; 

o which reply Elijah gave confent, 
nd then to Bethel they together wentt. 
/'hen there, tq him the prophets fons did fay.^ 
hy mafter will be tak'n from thee to-day ; 
know it, faid Eliflia^ hold your peacej ; ^ 
ut yet his proving was not here to ceafc ; 

♦ 2 Kings ii, i.- t Ibid. I Vcr. 3. 
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For then EHjah his regard to try, 
Orfind his views or motive out thereby. 
Or fee what bleffings he had hopes to gain, 
That nnade hina willing with him to remain^ 
Said tarry here, I pray thee, 'till I go. 
For God hath fent me now to Jericho* ; 
Who anfwer'd then the fame he did before, 
And was determined not to leave him more; 
He who forfook his parents and his plow, 
And all his bus'nefsy could not leave him now 
Nor could be then prevailed upon to ftay. 
So both for Jericho went on their wayf , 
And there the prophets fons obferv'd the fame; 
As thofe at'Bethel didfrom whence they came 
Who anfwer'd thefe the fame as thofe befbrCj 
And bid them hold their peace, or fay no more 
As this he knew before, as well as they, 
And here Elijah afked him to flay. 
Till he to, Jordan wentj but this again. 
He anfwef d as before, and full as plain ; 



* 2 ^ings, ii. 4. 
t Vcrfc J. 
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§ Vcrfc 6. 
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en he had thus fo eameftly tep\y% 

y traveird on and came to Jordan's fide*, 
tTiere Elijah did its ftream divide, 
miting of it with his mantlet, where 
ay fpr them to pafs he made appear - 
parting water fled on either hand, 
. ftaid awhile, as waiting his command, 
on dry ground they quickly pafs'd the 
flood, 

on the other fide with fafety flood ; 
1 the ftream received its wonted force, 
fwiftly haftcn'd to its ufual courfe : 
h finding now his end draw nigh, 

Eliflia did in love apply, 

it fliall I do for thee ? Afl^ now, faidhe^ 
re I'm taken quite away from thee J. 
he, whofe love was wean'd from things 
below, 

m whence defires for earthly riches flow) 
not requeft fuch treafure to inherit, 
i{\Cd a double pottioa of his fpirit ; 

1 is the thing, which thou defir'ft of me, 
,^et it fliall be furely granted thee, 

Kipgs a. ?• t Vwfc 8,^ t Vc* 9' 
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Heply'd Elijah) if unto the end 
Thy fyes behold me, while I hence afcend** 
At they went on they faw approaching rikar, 
Horfes and chariot, all like fire appear ; 
And then a whirlwind parted them afundcr, 
Which made Eliflia cry aloud with wonderr 
Thus was Elijah taken up to heav'n ; 
And then his fpirit to Eliflia giv'n ; 
(Which foon appeared) thus did he fee afcendj 
His worthy maRcr, and beloved friend ; 
Then from him fell his mantle to the groundt^ 
Which mismtle very foon Eliflia found. 
This awful fight muft needs alFe£l his mind, 
In twain he rent his clothes, alone was left 
•behind. 

But in alleviation quickly felt 
That holy gift which in Elijah dwelt. 
That blefled fpirit now his foul poflefs'd, 
WitR which indeed he was divinely blefs'd i 
Eliflia then a prophet did commence, 
And fo returned in an a^ful fenfe [thanks ; 
Of thefe events, and doubtlefs fill'd with 
He foon return'd again, to Jordan's banks, 
? 2 Kings . ii. lo* f Vcrfc 13. 
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with the mantle did the waters finite 
IS before performed in his light 
)od Elijah with it that fame day, 
1 they together pafTed on the way : 
e is the Lord, Elijah's God ? he cry'd ; 
^hich the waters did again divide, . 
tie with equal fafety pafs'd the ftream, 

the prophets fons direftly came. . 

: were in number fifty, and had been 
e they together had the prophets feen, 

1 they by Jordan ftood, they foon con- 
efs'd 

I's fpirit did upon him reft, [fend 
►ow'd themfelves, aAd alk'd for leave to 
able men to find their worthy friend, 
ifapprov'd ; yet did at laft affent, 
fifty men to feek Elijah went, 
bund him not% Eliiha ftaid to fee ' ^ 
richo what their fuccefs would be. 

us was removed from earth as great a feer^ 
^r perhaps did to mankind appear : 
ended here his work : and thus began 
^arly fervice of as greata maD» 
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The Argument; 

-Elijah having afccnded, Elifha comes to Jericho ; 
the fons of the prophets there perceive he poffeffes 
the fpiVit of Elijah ; they complain their waters arc 
not good, and tiicir land barren ; he heals their waw 
ters ; comes to Bethel, is mocked by children ; he 
curfe3 them, and thereupon two bears come and 
deltroy forty-two of them. Moab rebels againft 
ifrael, and Jehoram perfuades Jeholhaphat, king 
of Judah, and the king of £dom, to join him in war 
againft himr— they march feven days into the wil- 
dcmefs— there want water^and are in great diftrefs. 
The three kings go to Elilha ; he reproves the king 
■ of Ifrael, but refpefts Jehoftiaphatj feeks the Lord 
fop tiuim, and foretels a fupply of water by the 
i njoming. They make ditches which are filled. 
i^h^Moabites deceived by the appearance thereof^ 
S^me down to jthem — are overthrowu> ^xvd Ocv^^^ 
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into their own lani Eliflia comes to ] 
where a prophet's widow, in diftrefs for d 
# plies to him ; (he having only a crufe of oil 
diredls her to borrow veffels ; then caufes 
to flow till all are filled ; the oiljs fold to 
debt, &c. £li(ha pafTing by Shunem, is o 
by a worthy woman, who perceiving him 
man of God, prevails on her hulbaud to bu 
a room, which becomes his lodging. Elifl 
fible of their kindnefs, afks of her what 
done for her ; ftie refufes his offers — he fine 
has no child, foretels her having a fon, wh( 
be becomes a lad, is taken ill and dies, but i 
red by Elilha to life. He comes to Gilga 
time of dearth; the prophets' fons there ] 
pottage with polfonous herbs ; he heals the f 
and preferves their lives ; he feeds one hum 
them with twenty fmall barley loaves, an< 
unthrefhed corn, and has to fpare. He hea 
man of his leprofy, and refufes his prefen 
Gehazi covets it, and by a lie obtains part 
Eliflia difpleafed,, caufes the leprofy of Naa 
cleave to him. The prophets fons preparir 
building, prevail with Eliflia to go with tl 
the banks of Jordan to fell trees — one lofes \ 
head, which the prophet ckufes to fwim. Bei 
king of Syria, continuing to invade Ifrael, i 
difconcerted — Eliflia difcovers his defigns, 
Benhadad being informed of meditates revc 
Eliflia, and being informed he is at Dothan 
armed men to feize him — ^at Eliflia's prayt 
arc ftfuck with blindnefs ; he then deceives 
and leads them to Samaria ; their eyes ar 
opened — Jehoram begs leave to flay thei 
Eliflia refufes, and caufes the king to feeci 
and fend them away in fafety. Benhadad b 
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Samaria, and caufes a dreadful famine ; Jehoram 
blames the prophet for it, and feeks his death. . He 
fbretela great plenty on the morrow ; the enemies 
being furprifed in the night by hearing the noife of 
armed men and charriots, fly and leave their tents 
and^provifions — the city fupplied thereby — EUlha 
foretela a feven years famine ; warns his good 
friend the Shunamite to flee from it — at her re* 
turn her land is poflefled by another, who rcfufes 
to reilore it ; (he applies to the king — he hearing 
then by Gehazi, that Eliflia had reftored her fon to 
life, recovers her pofledion. £li(ha being at Da- 
mafcus, Benhadad fends Hazael to him to inquire 
if the Hng Ihould recover. He prophefies of his 
death, and that Hazael ihould fucceed him, and 
^be cfu-"V to Ifrael. The prophet fends a young 
prophet to Ramoth, to anoint Jehu king of Ifrael ; 
who foon after flays Jezabel and the feventy fons 
of Ahab, and the kings of Ifrael and Judah, and 
their children, and all Baal's worfhippers, and de- 
ftroys his houfe and idols. Jslifha is taken Tick, 
and king Joafh comes to fee him, and weeps over 
him : he foretels his ibduing the Syrians. Eliiha 
dies, and is buried ; and another man is laid in the 
feme grave, and his body touching the bones of 
EliQia, the man revives, and ftands upon his feet* 
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LIJAH's faithful miniftry now ends, 
-■^ And he triumphantly to heav'n af- 
cends*. 

At Jericho three days Eliflia ftays 
To fee the men return ; who divers ways 
With care had fearch'd the mountain and the 
plain 

To find his body, but they fought in vain. 
The people there perceiv'd Elifha bleft, 
^ With the fame gift Elijah had poffeft. 
As to a prophet they to him apply'd 
For that, by which his miflSon would be try'd? 
They told him that their city pleafant flood, 
But that their waters there were never good; 
And that the land was barren : Then, faid he. 
Bring a new crufe, and in it fait to. met; 
And then he with them went unto their fpringf, 
And in their prefence there the fait did fling i 
Thus faith the Lord, I have your waters 
heardj, 

And lo your land rich future crops (hall yield, 
^Which doubtlefs proved true ; and thus the 
Lord 

* z Kings ii. 1 1, f Vcr. 20. % Vcn 21, 
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i)id to his next attempt fuccefs aflTorS* 
Him, as fodn after he to Bethel went. 
Some children met, on youthful folly bent. 
And mocking, faid, Go up thou bald-head^ 
Go* ; 

At "which the prophet was difpleafed fo. 
He curfed them j when ftraight two "bears 

were fent, 
Who forty 4 wo of them in pieces wrent. 
All mocking then let giddy youth avoids 
For which (o many were at once deftroy'd ; 
Who fuflPefed thus feverely for their crime^ 
To be a warning to the end of time. 
Soto after this did Moab's king rebel 
Againft Jehoram king of Ifrael, 
(The fon of wicked Ahab) who then rergn'd, 
Aiwi who to king Jehofhaphat complain'd, 
That Moab's king againft him had rebell'dt, ' 
And from him had his ufual tax withheld;!; ; 
And-afkM the king of Judah him to join, 
With whom tlie king of Edom would com- 

Wne. 

• 2 Kings ii. 23./ . t<Jh«p. iil 5, J Vcr. 4. 
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To which Jehofhaphat too foon inclined. 
And foon their forces they together join'd 
Then through the wildernefs together wer 
(The knowledge of their marching to pr 

vent ;) [roun 
And halving fpent fev'n days in marchinj 
They eame where water was not to be foui 
So many cattle, fuch an hoft of men, 
Upon their march muft furely want it then 
But where to find it, as no fpring was nea 
None of theni knew, which much encreas' 

their fear. 

The king of Ifrael then cry'd out alas^, 
That God ihouid bring fo fad a thing tc 
pafs, 

To call three kings together in a band. 
And then to give them into Moab's hand ! 
All this they fear'd, and thought deftrud 
ivigh, 

Unlefs the Lord their God did them fuppl; 
Which was the way, JehoQiaphat then thouj 
Help might be had, if he was truly fought 

^ z KiDgs^in, 10. 



This hint he gave, expreffing his defire, 
And therefore for a prophet did inquire. 
He foon was of Eliflia told, and where 
He might be found : but yet it don't appear 
How far the diftance was from his abode, 
Btt all the kings in chariots (doubtlcfs) rode ; 
And to the prophet they together went, 
To aflc for counfel ; tho' they might have 
fent > 

The prefent danger banifli'd all that ftate, 
And made them each as humble then as great. 
But happy thofe who are fo truly wife, 
As firft to feek the Lord, that no furprife 
May in their enterprizes them attend. 
When God is both their counfellor and friend ; 
For all mankind who aft by his direQion, 
May be affur'd of counfel and proteSion ; 
But when his counfel is not early fought. 
Such men are often to diftreffes brought. 
And to proceed — the prophet feeing there 
Jehoram, with the other kings appear, 
Diflik'd his prefence. What have I, faid he* 
Unto Jehoram, now to do with thee ? 
♦ 2 Kings Hi. 13. O ? 
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Go to thy father's prophets to inquire. 
Or of thy mother's prophets help defire. 
Nay, faid the king to him, but we are three, 
Two other kings in danger now with me, 
Of falling into Moab's hand, and thought 
That fome deliverance might for us be 
fought : 

But by the prophet's anfwer was imply'd. 
All favors were on his account deny'd ; 
As lives the Lordj the God I ftand before, 
Did not Jehofhaphat his help implore, 
I'd not toward thee look, nor fee thy facCj^-N 
So much rejefted then was Ahab's race ; \ 
So much Jehoram treated with difgrace. J 
It can't be faid Jehoram in his heart 
Did from the Lord, or from his laws depart 
He being led in blindnefs all his days. 
And taught to love his parents wicked ways 
But yet compaflion for the people wrought 
Upon Elifha, that the Lord he fought. 
A minftrel now was brought; with loud ac- 
. * claim [came 
Ife touch'd the harp, the wifh'd for anfwer 
* 2 Kings ijj. i4» 
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Thus faith the Lord, faith he, make ditches 
there. 

Which (hall be fiU'd, and yet no rain ap- 
pear*. 

And then the prophet gave the kings to know 
That Moab fhould fuftain an overthrow ; 
And all their fenced cities fmitten be, 
Stopt up their wells, and fell'd each goodly 
treet. 

As tliis prediQion fully was believ'd. 
Their minds were from the prefent fears 
reliev'd. 

With thefe good tidings they return'd in hafte^ 
Which were with joyful raptures then em- 
braced 

By all the multitude ; who quickly made 
Ditches for water, as the prophet faid. 
When this was done, they took a fhort repofe ; 
But when betimes they in the morning rofe, 
To facrifice, water from Edom came, 
And foon it fill'd the country with the ftreamj;!^ 

• 2 Kings t ^^^^f ^9* t Vcrfe to* 



tl\xt wheQ the Moabites bad heard by fbme^ 
That thefe three kings were all to battle come, 
They foon collefted all their men for fightj 
But when they came where waters were in 
fight, 

The rifiag fim then fbihing ow it bright, 

Refleding red*, they thought the water blood, 

Which they fuppos'd an omen far their good ? 

And faid, each king hath now the other flain, 

That fo much blood doth on the earth remraim. 

Now Moab to the fpoilt, with hafte, they cry; 

And pufhing on apace, a^^ they drew nigh, ' 

They found their great nriftake, for Ifrael, 

Judah and Edom, all upon them fell : 

Snvote, routed, and purfu'd all Moab's banJ, 

And drove them forward, even to their le^nd 

Spoiled their cities, fell'd their goodly trees, 

Stopt up their wells, and filled by degrees 

Their land with ftonesj.; when this was fully 
o-er, 

The Moabites returned to them no more. 
Elifha ncx; to Bethel went, and there 

* 2 Kings, iii, ^5. f Var 2Z. | Vtr. 25* 
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A -widow of a prophet's fon drew near, 
In great diftrefs, and grief, unto him cry'd, 
And told her cafe, that fincc her hufband dy*d 
The cruel Creditor her fons would fell, 
And they to pay the debt as flaves muft dwell : 
She told hini alfo of her hufband's zeal, 
For which fhe to his knowledge did appeal*. 
He afk'd her then, what in the houfe was left^ 
Or if ftie were of ev'ry thing bisreft ? 
One fingle crufe of oil flie then complain'dt, 
Was all that of her houfliold ftore remained* 
He bade her then (iince what Ihe faid was 
true) 

To borrow empty veffels not a few ; 
Then (hut themfelves within the houfej to ht 
From interruption or difturbance free; 
Then to pour but the oil, thofe velTels fill. 

And as they wanted more to borrow ftill. 

' ' . * . 

This counfel fhe with gratitude receiv'd, 

Which rais'd her faith and hope to be re- . 

liev'd ; 

♦ z Kings iv. I, , t Vcr* ^« t Vcr., 4^ 
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The pleafing tafk they all attempt with fpeed^ 
And in procuring veffeU did fucceed ; 
When thdfe Ihe had were fiU'd, they went 
agaia [vain; 
To try for more, but their attempts were 
And then the running of the oil was ftaid*. 
By felling the increafe the debt was paid ; 
The prophet bid them live upon the reft ; 
And thus the widow and her fons were bleft. 

Now after this it fell upon a day. 
That he to Shunem paffed on his way, 
Where dwelt a perfon of no mean eftate, 
Whofe wife was much efteem'd, and truly 
greatf; 

Who faw Elifha with a watchful eye 
As in his travels he was pa'ffing by ; 
Kindly conftrain'd hhn there a while to 'ftay 
To eat fome bread;};, and reft him on the way; 
Mafter and fervant, both her bounty fhar'd, 
For whoth her heart and houfe were well pre- 
pared ; 

? 2 Bangg Jr. 6. \ytt. 9. % IWd* 
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id more than once fhe afked them to eat, 
hen fhe beheld them paffing through the 
ftreet ; 

id on a time, on parting with her gueft, 
e to her hufband thus herfelf expreft, 
)w I perceive this is a man of God*, 
ho paffes by fo frequent on the road, 
:t us for him a little chamber make n 
)on the wall, (and for his matter's fake) 
»d in it for his next return prepare 
bed, a table, candleftick, and chairf; 

needlefs things propofing to provide, 

)r one thing there for ornament or pride.) 

1 which was done, and when the prophet 
came, ^ 

lis friendly bed received his weary framej : 
> mention there of curtains to his bed, 
) curious toilet round his table fpread, 
) looking-glafs was placed nigh at hand, 
)r bafon, foap, or water on a ftand; 
)w plain ! how mean it was ! yet this we 
find ' [kind. 

; lik'd it well, and thought his treatment 

* z Kiugs iv. 9. t Vcr. 10. % Vcr. 1 1. 
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The grateful prophet her intentions knew 
To be fincerc, and all fhe had in view 
Was to be kind to ftrangers in their way ; 
Which he was thoughtful how he fliould re- 

And therefore fent Gehazi to invite 
Into his room the worthy Shunamite; 
When (he came in, and did before him ftajid*, 
In great refpefl: attending his command. 
He bade her fay, (as they had lately feen 
How much for them her friendly care had 
been) 

What fliall be done for thee ? what friendiy 
, thing ? 

Wilt thou be fpoken for unto the king. 
Or captain of the hoftt ? But (he reply'd 
In terms by which fuch favors (he deny'd 
With my own people here, faid (he I dwell ; 
Which clearly (hcw'^d (he lik'd her ftation 
well, 

And rather Ghofe it than the grand refort. 
The noife and buftle that attend the court ; 

* 2 Kings iv. 12. i Vcrfc 13. . 
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Her hufband's prefencc and her home fhe 
chofe, 

To live in comfort, plenty, and repofe ; 
No great preferment fhe for him defir'd, 
No wealth nor honor to be thus acquired; 
They had enough, and with it were content, 
Aftd further offers aiming to prevent. 
She having ahfwer'd thus, then tiirri'd away, 
Gchazi took the liberty to fay. 
This \vofnan has no child, her hufband's old**; 
Which to him was fo opportunely told, 
He caird her back — (he coming as before. 
Stood in the entrance of the chamber door, 
He told her then (or gave her to believe) 
That by her hufband file fliould foon conceive^ 
And that (he fiiould, after a certain fpace, 
A Ton tr heir with pleafure then embrace ; 
WondVing fhe heard the pleahng prophecy, 
And begg'd fhe might not be deceived thereby ; 
Nay, nay, my Lord, thou man of God, faid 
ftie, 

(Of to be plainer ftill) don't lic^o met ; 

* 2 KIngsiv. 14. t Ver. 16. 
P 
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When thus Ihe faid fhe xnodeftly withdrew. 
And in due feafon found his faying true. 
A fon was born, and look'd upon as giv'n. 
By fignal favor as a gift from heav'n ; 
As fuch received was the lovely boy, 
Who did by turns iheir thanks and hopes | 



And was fome years their comfort and their-' 
But how uncertain is all human breath, 
How unperceived the approach of death. 
How tranfitory worldly comforts are, 
And ev'ry blefling which on earth we fhare, v 
How quickly gone before we are aware ! J ^ 
This hopeful youth chanc'd in the field to be, 
His father's reapers there at work to fee ; 
Where being ill, be cry'd, my head, my head ; 
And then they fent him home; but there inftead 
-Of being better foon, he by degrees. 
Grew worfe and worfe upon his mother's 
knees* : 

All they could do they doubtlefs for him try'd, 
But yet upon his mother's lap he dy'dt. 

♦ ? Kings, iv. 20. t 
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( ) 
A pinching trial to the worthy pair, 
And worfe becaufe Elifha was not there. 
The child fhe laid upon the prophet's bed, . 
Then fliut the door, and to her hufband faid, 
A young man fend me now I pray, that he 
May get an afs, and quickly go with me*; . 
Her hufband giving tacitly confent, 
The afs was faddled, and away they went. 
She to her fervant faid, drive now away. 
Slack not thy riding till I bid ihee ftay t ; 
And to the man of God the mournful dame 
To Carmel's mount at length in fafety came : 
When they the hill approach'd, and came in 
fight, 

Eliflia faid, yonder's the Shunamite ; 
And bid Gehazi i^eet her, and inquire, 
If all was well with her; and then defire 
To know if it be fo with all at home, 
Hufband and child, that flie to me is come. 
She anfwer'd, All is well J; (the reft concealed, 
Till to her mafter flic the whole reveard) 

♦ 2 Kings iv. 22. f Vcr. 24. t Vcr. 26. 
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When {he arriv'd, and coming to him near. 
Her quick proftration made her grief appear ; 
The prophet foon perceiv'd fhe was diftrefs'd, 
JJis fenfe of which he quickly thus exprefs'd j, 
Ji^r foul is vex'd within her much I fee, 
And yet the Lord has told it not to me.* 
When thus awhile fhe had embrac'd his feet, 
She in this manner did EliQia greet ; 
Did I not fay, when firft thou'faidft to me. 
For ^11 thy care what Ihall be done forthee^ 
When thou foretold my having of a fon, 
(When all my hopes were loft of having 
one) 

D.o not deceive me, did I not reply, 
Do not^ I pray thee, to thy handmaid lie ; 
Did I, my Lord^ of thee a fon defiret ? 
Did I a favor of that for^rtquire ? 
-Aiid here fhe paiLi'd — and not a word ex- 
prefs'd 

Of death or ficknefs ; this the prophet gi^ef$*(f. 
And fympathizing with her in her grief^ 
Conceiv'd a method to afford relief: 

* 2 Kings iv. 1 7. t Vcr. 16 2cz8^ 
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Then feat Gehazi haftily away, 
The prophet's ftaff upon the child to lay 
Though this was done, it cauld not pacify 
f The painful mother's anxious lieart thereby. 
As lives the Lord, and as thou liv'ft, faid (he, 
I will not leave (or here depart from) theet. 
The condefcending prophet full of pity, 
Attended on her home unto her city, 
Gehazi (being firft) the work affay'd, 
And on the child the prophet's ftaff' had laid J, 
To raife a prefent hope was all its ufe, 
The ftafF alone could no effeft produce* 
But when Eliflia canve it did impart 
A fecret hope and. comfort to her heart : 
She knew his in t' reft with th« Lord was great. 
As was fo clearly fliewn to her of late, 
When this her fod by miracle was giv'n, 
And by his pray 'rs alone obtain'd fromheav'n : 
She knew the pow'r that gave her fon before, 
Could now (though dead) her fon to life rc- 
ftore, 

♦ 2 Kings iv. 29. t Ver. 50. } Vcr. jfr 
P ^ 
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Thefe meditations^ doubtlefs in her way^. 
Gave to her troubled mind a foJid Hay, 
And brought her then entirely to depend 
Upon the Lord through her revered (nttid^ 
Oehazi having the command obey'd. 
And found the youth was dead^ no longer 
ftay'd ; 

But running back agaijv (as in a fright): 
He met. his mailer^ and the Shunamite, 
And told, them that the child did not awake^ " 
There was no voice*, no anfwer couM he 
make, 

And when they came they fouikl the child was 
dead. 

And in the prophet's room, upon his bedt 
He then w«nt in, and fliut the daar and 
pray'dj, 

And till his {leDi was warm, upon him laidS ; - 
And God in mercy did his life reftore, 
Unto his parents healthy as before.. 
She then arofe and took her fon away^ 

. '* 2 Kings iv. 31. f Vcn 32; 
t Vcr. 33. § Vcr. 54- 
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To his apartment fbe did him convejr; 
Her grateful thoughts fo crouded in her bread 
They feal'd her tongue, and could not be 
expreft. 

Yet doubtlcfs after this it was relieved, 
Wrtb thanks flie ulter'd what (lie had coa- 
ceiv'd ; 

This afterwards remember'd all her days^ 
And lov'd the Lord, and walked in his ways» 
As I proceed in king Jehoram's reign, 
She and her fon will mentioned be again. 

From hence Eliflia next to Gilgal* wenty 
Where with the prophet's fons fome time he 
fpent. 

;' Now in the land there was a fcorching dearth, 
Which had confum'd the product of the 
eartht; 

Eliflia there the prophet's fons to feed, 
A pot of pottage order'd ::hen with fpeed ;. 
Into the field for herbs one went his way. 
Who fiird h'islap with gourds J, and did-hot^^ 
ftay ; 

* 2 Kings, iy. 38, f Ibid. J Ver. 39. 
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. But knew not what they were, or bad or good. 
He nor the reft, if proper for their food. 
Thefe gourds he fhred,and caft into the pot. 
But they when (irft to tafte it had the lot, , 
Perceiv'd it deadly, and fuppo«'d that tbey 
ShouFd for their ignorance too dearly pay ^, 
And to Elifha foon for help apply'd. 
That death was in the pot to him they cry'd ; 
Who quickly called for a little meal*, 
And therewith did the deadly pottage heal t 
Thus was that holy ma4i, and all the reft, 
From that impending danger greatly bleftr 
Sec how the pious liv*d in former days. 
Who left examples worthy of our praife; 
Things plain and mean they only had for ufc^ 
Were wholly ftrangers to a life profufe ; 
I n this repaft there's nothing faid of meat, ■ 
I'was' pottage made of herbs they had to cat > 
But in this fimple, low, and humbly ftate, 
Thefe prophets beft upon the Lord could wait. 
His exrands run, and follow his^ commafid, 
And be as pilgrims in their native land. 
To whom the Lord is always nigh at baai 

* 2. Ki-^S' iv. -j^'. 
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The prophet next an hundred perfons fed, 

(With corn in hufk, and only barley bread ; 
Which as a prefent was unto him fent*, 
I With which it was Eliftia's kind intent 

They all fhould be fufficiently refrefh'd : 
; The loaves but twenty, and the corn 
unthrefh'd, 
HiS; fervant thought 'twould not in any wife 
So many hungry perfons then fufficc ; 
And when this pittance was before them laid, 
The holy prophet to his fervant faid. 
Thus faith the Lord, all thefe enough fliall ' 
have, 

And after that there fhall be fome to leavet : 
And thro' the fignal bleffing of the Lord. 
It fatisfy'd them all, and did afford 
An overplus, according to his word 
By feeding them a miracle was wrought, 
By which much honor to his God was 

■ brought. 
There was in king Benhadad's Syrian court 
Among his nobles which did there refort^ 

* z Kings iv, t Vcrfe 43^ 
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One who for wifdom greatly was cftccm*di ^ 
And for his martial feats courageous deem'd}, 
His name Naaman*, by the king regarded, 5 
And with the higheft pofts and truft rewarded. 1 
But notwithftariding this, he chanc'd to be | 
AffliQed with a grievous leprofy, I 
Which in his poft he could not well endure, 
Yet knew not how nor where to find a cure. 
But in his houfe a menial fervant dwelt, i 
An Ifra'litifli captive, maid, who felt ' 
So much companion for him, to exprefs 
Her feeble wifhes for his happinefs ; 
And as {lie waited on his wife did teli 
How great a prophet was in Ifrael ; 
She wifli'd him with him — Would to God, ^ , 
faid (he, 1 
My mailer was but with him, then would he | . 
Be quickly cured of his leprofy t J 
Which Na'man hearing, mentioned to the king, 
And when they both confider'd of the thing. 
The Syrian king wrote Ifr'ers king ^ letter J, 
Suppofing he might know the prophet better 

; 4 KtDgi V, I. t Vcr. J. t Vcr. 5. 




Hie ctire his faithful Naaman defir'd. 
^his letter he by Na'inan to him fent, 
Vhich when he read, his clothes for grief he 
rent; 

iLin I a God to kill and make alive ? 
!aid he to fome ; fee how he doth contrive 
"o feek a quarrel at this time with me, 
'o afk recovery of a leprofy*. 
tad king Benhadad prudently expreft 
Vh2Li 'twas he wanted by the faid requeft, 
hat king Jehoram would but recommend 
aaman to Eliflia, as his friend, 
nd told him plainly what he then intended^ 
he king of Ifr'el had not been offended, 
ut when the prophet all had underftood, 
rhatall might work together then for good) 
nd that the king no longer might refent, -\ 
[c fent t' inquire, why he his clothes had rent, > 
nd afk'd that Na'man might to him be fent, J 
hat he might know, and might to others tell,, 
here was a prophet yet in Ifraelt. 

« 2 Kings V. 7. t Vcr. 8. 



When Na'man had the welcome meffege 
heard, 

He for his journey very foon prepared, 
With horfes, chariot, and attendants rode* 
To where Eliflia's humble dwelling flood > 
And there he thought Elifiia to have feen. 
When he fome time had there in waiting been, 
The prophet fent a meffenger to fay, 
Unto the river Jordan go thy way, 
And when thou haft there wafh'd, and fev'n 
times been 

Dipt in the pool, thou (halt be pure and cleant. 
Thi3 unexpefted meffage galTd his pride, 
At which he turn'd away diffatisfy'd ; 
And being wroth, he faid, I thought that he 
When I to him apply'd, would come to me, 
And readily on me his hands have laid, 
And to his God for my recovery pray'd : 
Our rivers Abana and Pharpar (fure 
He.thought) as good as Jordan are, as pure ; . 
May not the rivers of Damafcus well 
Preferred be to thofe of IfraelJ ? 

* 2 Kings, V. 9. t Vcr, 10. J Vci), 8* 
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He doubtlefs thought his dignity and ftate, 
And his retinue, render'd him fo great, 
The prophet might have fhewn him forae 
regard, 

Which he was ready fully to reward. 
With this fuppos'd affront he, in difdain. 
Turned about, and homeward drove again* ; 
But (^ell for him) before it was too late, 
His wifer fervants did expoftulate 
With him the cafe, and thus of him inquir'cl 
That had the prophet for the cure requir'd 
Some arduous taflc, would he not then obey, 
And readily fubmit without delay ? 
Why then not rather do a thing fo mean. 
Only to wafh in Jordan, and be cleant ? 
Nought for himfcif, but this was underflood, 
His mafler's glory, and Naaman's good ; 
This foft addrefs, and dutiful refpett, 
Which they difcover'd, had its wifh'd effeft. 
Then as advis'd, to Jordan's pool he went, 
Sev'n- times he dipt, and joyful the event, 
* 2 Kings v. 12. ;t Verfc 13. 
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According as iht man of God bad faid, 
A miracle was wrought — ^at:ur6 was made* 
When thus his leprofy was wafh'd away, 
Naaman to the prophet bent his way^ 
Acknowledging in Ifr'eVs God aloo^^ 
Such powV miraculous of healing fhone« 
And to Elifha woulcl his bteffing give, 
(Or rather gifts) which he could not recftive. 
As lives the Lord, before whom ndw I (landi 
I'll not, faid he, receive it* at thy hand. 
The gifts of God to men are always free. 
And that the holy prophet let him fee ; 
But as the gifts of men are bought with g;old. 
They're to the people very deafly fold. 
He then rcquefted earth, two mules to loiaidf , 
To build an altar on to ifr'el's God ; 
(Suppofing God no facrifice would own, 
(But from the earth of Ifrael alone) 
BcQaufe thy fervant will henceforth no mdre. 
In my devotion other gods adore J, 
He being only God§, fopreme and wife, 
To whom I lhall in future facrifice|| ; 

• 2 Kings V, i6. f Vcr. 17. t Ibid. 
f Vcrfc. 15. B Vcrfc 17. 



But in thii thiiig the Lord yet pardon m^^ 
"When by my office I'm conftrain'd to be 
Attendant on the king, when he ihall go 
Into the houfe of Rimmon— I alfo 
Bow down myfelf to him ; in this one things 
The Lord thy fervant pardon— as the king 
Leans on my hand, and with him I muft go, 
Though Ifr'ers he the only God I know*^ 
(Thus many own a God they'll not obey, 
And wilfully for lucre run aftray, 
Supprefs conviflion to retain their pleafure^ 
And fell their inward peace for outward 
treafure) 

On this the prophet made no obfervjLtion, 
But, go^n peacet ; their ufual faluiation. 
Gehazi, who with luftful eye had view'd 
The glitt'ring baits his matter bad withftood ; 
Thus argu'd — If EliCfia had not fpax'd 
Thefe proflFer'd gifts, I had the bounty fhar'd ; 
As lives the Lord, I'll fomething of him take. 
And ran with fpeed the greater hafte to make, 

• 2 King* V. 15/ fVcr. 19, 
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T* overtake the driving chariot, but Na'man^^ 
eye, 

Was quick enough, his coming to efpy. 
Alighting from his chariot him to meet. 
And for his maftpr's fake did kindly greet; 
Then afk'd if all was well* ? and he reply'd. 
That all was well, and told this lie befide. 
My maftcr now hath fent me unto thee 
To fay, Behold two men are come, to rae. 
Two prophets' fons from Ephraim's mount 
they are. 

Two changes of thy garments for them fpare ; 
For them I pray (another favor grant) 
One talent of thy filver 'tis I wantt. 
To which Naaman freely did confent. 
And kindly bid Gehazi be content 
To take two talents;]; ; which did gready pleafei 
And fent two fervants with him for his cafe ; 
When they arriv'd, the fame he did beftowj 
Within the houfe, and let the fervants go. 
Though this exploit he thought he had con- 
ceal'd, 

♦ 2 Kings V. 21. t V€r, zz. t Ver. 23, being 
-750L ftcrling. J Vcr. 24. 
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The whole was to. Eliiha foon reveal'd : 
When he returned, being void of fear^ 
He foon Before his mafter did appear ; 
Who alk-d fi:om whence he came ; and he 
reply'd, 

Thy feyvant vent no whither*; tho' he ly'd. 
Went not my heart along with thee, faid hcf. 
When Na'man ftopt, and turned back tq thee ; 
Is it a time, faid he, to take rewards. 
In money, garments, vine,, or oHve yards ? 
In men and women-fervants, oxen, ftieep ? 
Which things, though lawful in themfelve? to 
keep,j 

Should not, thro' av'rice, be unjuftly gain'd. 
By falfehood gotten, nor by fr?iud obtain'd ; ' 
The leprofy of Na'man therefore (hall 
Cleave unto thee, and on thy feed fhali feJJ... 
A leper white as fnow he then became. 
And left hjs ^laftel:'^i boufe with grief and 
fliame. 

This afit of bis was truly vile and bafe, 
By which he did the caufe of God difgrace. 



(186) 

Na*man might think Eliflia infincere. 
In his refufal ; or it might appear 
As if he fold the gift of God for gain, 
Which then was free, and free it fliouid re- 
main. 

Qehazi's offspring, all his heirs in fpirit, 
Who covet after riches, thefc inherit 
A kind of fecret leprofy of fin, ' 
Not to be heal'd unlefs they're wafh'd within ; 
In Jordan's ftream alone is this effefted, ' 
And many dippings muft be there expelled, 
Until by judgment they are purify'd. 
And in the myftick Jordan fully try'd. 
All fuch as don't this^ way obtain a cure, 
Muft during Iffe this leprofy endure ; 
For avarice in this refemblcs pride. 
And never is or can be fatisfy'd. 

Soon after this the prophets fons, we read, 
Did with their friend Eliftia intercede. 
To let them make enlargements to the place. 
Which they inhabited* — a num'rous race* 



• 2 Kings vi. 2. 
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}n afking him^jhey ftraight had his ^onfent; 
ffhen they uhio the banks of Jordan went ; 
Pne of the men, in felling of a beam, 
^et fall his axe's head into the ftream ; 
fter, alas ! he cry'd, and was in forrow, 
icaufe he of his friend the axe did borrow.* 
he man of God direfled him to tell, 
he place near unto which the iron fell ; 
lAs his delight was ftill in doing good, 
pe. therefore for him cut a ftick of wood, 
^nd o'er the axe into the waters threw, 
Which then arofe, and fwamt in open view; 
The man with pleafure took it up againj, 
And fo became relieved of his pain. 
This friendly aftion fliew'd his condefcenfion 
And willingnefs to favor their intention. 

As reftlefs kings are feldom long at cafe 
Whilft war or conqueft only fcem to pleafe; 
in thefe purfuits Benhadad was employed, 
By which the Ifr'elites were much annoy'dj 



* 2 Kings vi. 5. t Vcr. 6. % Vcn 7. 
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In council he confultcd where* te be*, ' ^ 
And how to march upon thcaai pyiva^tely : 
But then Elifha information fent 
Unto bis king, the danger to preVentt; ' 
Who fent and found it, as th$ prppb^t faii ^ 
And thu3 the Syrians' fchemesi in vain wc«i ^ 
laid ' ^ 

^ At this Benhadad was extremely vext, ' 
His councils baffled, and his thoughts per^ \ 
plext. .\ 
He afk*d his fervants ftanding round, if they 
Did noiice of his fecret plans convey ? 
And which of us, faid he, who with me dvfejli 
Is for Jehoram king of IfraelJ ? 
One anfwer'd, None, O king, but 'tk alone^ 
Their feer Eliiha makes thy canncils knawn; 
Whate'cr thou doll in thy hed-chaqab^r fayj 
He to the king thy counciU doth betray 
The prophet's charafter Benhadad kn^w,- 
And therefore thought the informatiba tirue; 

* 2 Kings, yi. 8, f V^r. 9. 

X Vcrfc II. f Vcrfc is. 
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^ecaufe £}i(ha*s deeds had raised his fame) 
Vnd thofe reports unto Damafcus came, 
ie then gave orders fpies foon fliould be fent, 
To find out where he was, but 'ere they went, 
>ne told the king, he was in Dothan then* : 
)n which he fent an hoft of armed men ; 
Jiorfes and chariots, Dothan to furroundt, 
^nd there he thought Eliflia fliould be found. 
\.way they march'd to Dothan in the night, 
Vhere they encamped round the city quite y 
A/'hich when the prophet's fervant rofc he 
fpy'd, 

Ind to his mafter ran, Alas ! he cry'd, 
-low fhall we doj ? whofe anfwer was. Fear 
not 

Jecaufe he knew he never was forgot; 
rie knew the Lord was able to defend 
3n whom alone he fafely could depend ; 
^Vho was indeed a favorite of heav'n 
E^rom whence to him fo large a gift was giv'a; 
rhen further faid. More are with us than be 
kVithout with them; and pray'd that he 
might fee : 
* 2 Kings vl. 13. t Vcn 14. Vcr. 15, i& 
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The fervanCs qyes then open'd to admire 
The mountain fill'd with horfes, all of fire^ 
And fiery chariots round him* ; and frqv^ 
thence 

He law his mailer's God was his defence- 
And then the prophet pray'd the Syrians might- 
Be inftantly deprived of their fightt: 
Which being granted, he among them went^^ 
And foon diverted tliem from their intent > 
Told them, 'twas not the way; nor that the 
place, 

Where they were like to fee Elifha's fajcc 
But if, faid he, you all will follow me^ 
I'll bring you to the man you want to fee^ ; 
To which their blindnefs made them all 
Aibmit, 

To be conduced where he thought it fit ; 
And' then he to Samaria led them all, 
Where he again upon the Lord did call, 
Tq open all their eyes j who heard his pray'r^ 
And then they faw they in Samaria wer?§. 

• 2 Kings Ti. 17. t Vcr. i^. 
t Vcr, if. § Yen 20. 



The king would for the {yrophef s fake requite^ 
And twice he faid, My father (hall I fmite* ; 
But he refund, and plainly to him faid5 
Thott flialt n6t fmite them-^were they cap^ 

lives made^ 
Took by thy bow or fword, and quarter gave^ 
Wouldfl: thou then hefitate their lives to fave^ 
Wfth bread and water let them be fupply'd, 
iAnd to their mafter got ; he then comply'd^ 
Und great provifion for them did provide ; 
Who eat and drank till fully fatisfy'd ; 
jAnd they returned back, and came no morej 
(In baiids to Ifr'el as they did before ;} 
but whefi at home they might with wonder tell 
IVhat irt that emerprife had them befcl. 

In warlike kings how cruel is the itch 
Of ftiedding blood, their kingdoms to enrich? 
!ow void of juftice men who others flay, 
o fpoil or take their property away ? 
his favage men or Heathens may do ftill, 
how can Cbriftians fellow Chriftians kill ? 
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Tis ftrange to think, nor can the thing be fb^ 
To war and fight a Chriftian cannot go ; 
Chriftians in name, and merely in pretence. 
May go to war for want of chriftian fenfe. 
May lofe their men, their money, and their 
trade, 

Their neighbor's right or kingdoms to invade 
But we may fee when nations live in peace^ 
Their riches, joy, and happinefs increafe ; 
When intVeft clafhes, or when fears arife, 
And they each other of the caufe advife, 
Tis' beft adjufted by negociation. 
And that at laft muft be its termination. 
Wife is it then, even at firft to fhun . 
All wars, by which whole kingdoms are 
undone. 

How king Benhadad dar'd again to fight, 

Or even wiih to flay one Ifr'elite; 

Whofe God was God indeed : and that he khcw 

In divers cafes proved to be true; 

His laft attempt might him from war deter, 

And peace to war might teach him to prefer } 

But yet we fee he ventur'd out again, 
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As his laft expedition was in vain ; 
Refolving now his ftrength again to try, 
And with the God of Ifrael to vie; 
And that no force his purpofe fiiould defeat, 
Took care his army fliould be ftrong^ and 
great ; 

And then bcfieg'd Samaria's city round, 
That no fupplies afrefh could there be found; 
And when their ftores were lefll'n'd by thdr 
ufe, 

This daily did a fcarcity produce ; 
From which a famine quickly did fucceed, 
And which became exceeding great indeed.* 
One afs's head was in the city fold, 
For five pounds (terling money we are told, 
Or four fcore filvcr piecest, which amount 
Exaftly to that fum, by our account; 
All other things were in proportion dear. 
Which rendered thi3 calamity fevere; 
(If fo 'twas to be had) the abject poor, 
When they had pUrchas'd once, could buy no 
more ; 

* 2 Kfn^s, vi. 25. •{• Ibid. 
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And as the king was paffing on the wall, 
He heard a poor diftreffed wbftian call, 
Help now my Lord, O king*, but his reply 
Was, If the Lord dont help thee, whence 
ftiaUIt? 

She told her cafe— This woman here, faid fihc, 
In our diftrefs for food, agreed with me 
To kill and eat my fon — ^and yefterday 
We boiled mine, but her's is mov'd away J ; 
On hearing this Jehoram rent his clothes, . 
And underneath his fackcloth did expofe, L 
4^nd forrow rather than repentance cbofe ; } 
Who thought for this Elifha was to blames 
And that through him this heavy judgment 
came ; 

He then determin'd that the prophet's head 
Should foon repay the prefenl want of bread i 
Perhaps he thought the Syrians being blind 
Was thro' his pray'r, and yet retain'd in mind 
By king Benhadad, who did that refent, 
Which brought on them this heavy punifh- 
mcnt; 

• 2 Kkigs vL z6, f Vcrfc 27. t Vcrfc 29. 
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ut king Jchoram's bafe and vile intent* 
liflia'a God was pleafed to prevent ; 
b him revealed what the king defign'd, 
.nd brought the fins of Ahab to his mmd ; 
fho to the elders fitting with him faid^ 
Is no offence could to his charge be laid) 
se how the murd'rers fon my blood would 
ihed, 

nd now is fending one to take my head ; 
but now the door, and hold it faftt, when 6e 
pproaches'near, and comes to feize on me^ 
or of his matter's feet is not the found 
aw to be heard behind him;|;, on the ground? 
he ciders fcarcely had the prophet heard, 
efore th* aifaffin and the king appear'd. 
^ne of them fpoke, and vilely did refleft 
pon the Lord himfelf to this effeft : 
chold this evil now is of the Lord, 
Jhy fliould we wait§ (till he may help afford) ? < 
laiming of God the right of his proteftion,. 
.nd yet refufing him theijj^due fubjeftion 
Jols they ftill pretended. to admire, 
ut not at all from judgment but defire,; 
* 2 Kings vi. ji. f Vcr. 33. % Ibid, f Ver. 53. 
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Their idol worfliip was not from conviQion, 
But altogether to avoid reftriflion ; 
But in diftrefs, and when they felt the rod. 
They knew Jehovah was the only God ; 
They knew his mercy that he could forgive, 
Ai>d knew without him that they could aot 
live.; 

They, knew they could not ferve him. but in 
* fear, 

And in obedience to his precept here > 
And therefore chofe a ftate of carelefs eafe, 
To live, and do, and worfhip, as they pleafe j 
The idol worfhip could with eafe attend, 
Do as they lift, but not their god offend; 
Which was no doubt from age to age the caufc 
They fo negle6led the Almighty's laws; 
^Twas not becaufe he could not them protcft, 
Or they from Baal greater help expeft ; 
'Twas wilful fin, and meer licentioufnefsj 
That had occafion'^all their fore diftrefs ; 
From this the prefent famine on therti came. 
For Which the king would fain Eliflia blariie, 



I 
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Now to return— the prophet to appeafe 
Ti\e angry king, and give the people eafe^ 
Defir'd their ftrid attention to his word, 
And bear his meflage to them from the Lord y 
Th^t he would fend fuch plenty on the mor- 
row*. 

As Ihouldat once remove their prefent forrow; 
Told them how cheap provifions (hould be 
bought, 

But not from whence the plenty fhould be 
brought. 

But that they fhould obtain this great relief^ 
Exceeded far a certain lord's belief ; 
If God would windows makeinheav'n, faid hc>^ 
Then might this thing indeed fulfilled be. 
Which (faid the prophet) thou (halt furely fee. 
But it fhall not be taftcd of by theet. 
•Twas joyful tidings to a ftarving city, 
But 'twas the Lord alone that fliew'd 'em pity, 
For the befiegers camp heard m the night 
Such noife of chariots J, as did them affright, 
f 2 Kings viu !• f Vcr. 3. t Vcr. 6* 
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With noifc of horfes, and ah army nigh, 
Caus'd them in terror from flieir camp to fly. 
Four lepers being fat without the gate. 
Who for their death or fome relief did wait, 
Said to each other, Why do we ftay here? ? 
If we the city enter, famine's there ; 
If here we ftay, we fhall be fure to die, 
Come let us then unto the Syrians fly. 
If flain by them we can but die*, faid they,^ 
If fav'd alive 'twill be a joyful day. > 
So for the Syrian camp they bent their way ; J 
When there they found horfes and afles ty'd, 
And all the tents in order were befide ; 
^But they no man throughout the camp could 
findt. 

But all their ftores and baggage left behind. 
The hungry lepirs having found fupply. 
Of food fufficient, were refrefti'd thereby ; 
When they had eaten, and had drank their fill, 
They took what plunder they with all their 
Ikill 

f 2 Kings Ti. 4, t Vcr. 5. 
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5new where to hide* — At laft they thought 
it right 

ro leave the place in covert of the night* 
^nd haflen back in order to infufe 
throughout the city this moft welcome news; 
^nd foon they all returned to the gate, . 
^nd to the porter did the whole relatet ; 
Vho quickly fent the tidings to the king, 
et he was not elated with tht thing, 
ut thought they marched with defign away, 
nd in the fields in fecret ambufli lay ; 
/ho thought the hungry Ifr'elites would be 
'elighted with the booty J they would fee ^ 
iould be detained widi eating, and with 
plunder, 

fiih drinking, or whh taking tents afundcr; 
light 6n a fudden rufli upon thefc there, 
nd kill or take them 'ere they were aware, 
rom this fuppos'd deceit fome l^ies were^ , 
fent, [intent^jf' 
o fcarch them out, and know their true j 
hofe dreadful confequcnces to prevent : 

♦ 2 Kings vi.-8, . t Ver. 10. 

t Chap, vii, la § Vex. i^v 
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The fpies fooni found the lepers ftory true, 
For in the camp they faw no man in view. 
The tents were ftanding, and the camp entire, 
The caufe of which they could not but ad- 
mire ; 

They then rode ©n as far as Jordan, where 
They in the way faw featter'd things appear; 
Garments and veffels often thrown away, 
Which they through hafte* no further could 
convey ; 

The fcouts returning told how far they'd been, 
And what they in the camp and way had fecn: 

The people then rufli'd out with eager joy, 

" ^ 

To fpoil the camp, and quickly did employ, 
All bands they had the plunder to convey, 
And to the jcity brought it foon away ; 
Each for himfelf was hearty for the fpoil. 
Not one among them did regard his toil. 
All who were able fcuffled for a fhare. 
And much confufion certainly was there ; 

f 2 Kings yii. 15. f Vcr. z. 



But that fame lord', who could not this believe^ 
Did in the croud hi« mortal wound receive ; 
He was appointed to attend the gate. 
And there he met with his predifted fate ; 
He faw the the plenty, which he did not tafte, 
Was trod to death by people in their hafte. 
So was Elifha's prophecy fulfilled, 
The ftarving fed, the unbeliever kill'd ;* 
Though from their famine they were then 
relieved, 

Yet was the Lord by their offences griev'd ; 
Though thus delivered they would not amend^ 
And therefore he determin'd foon to fend 
A long and dreadful famine in 'the land, 
Which by the fequel we may underftami. 

Soon after this Eliftia told his friend 
The Shunamite, that God would furely fend 
Seven years of famine, and this counfel gave. 
That fhe and houfhold fliould the country 
leavet; 

(Her hulband being old, or lately dead) 
And to fojourn where they could purchafe. 
^' bread. 

* ^ Kiags in, z. f Chap. via. x» 
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She might no doubt have then no more re*; 
quird, 

For this was all fiic feemingly dcfir'd. 
But by refufmg he his credit loft ; 
And found at laft it proved to his coft ; 
But Providence herein was pleas'd to blefs 
This worthy woman then with this fuccefs ; 
As they who love the fcrvants of the Lord, 
Will never mifs of bleiTings and reward. 

Elifha next unto Damafcns came*. 
When king Bcnhadad hearing of his fame; 
And being fick, he then Hazael fent. 
Who with great prefents to the prophet went, 
No lefs than forty camel's loads, to know 
Whether the king recover fhouldt, or no ; 
Whofe anfwer was, Go tell the king that he 
May certainly of this recoverd be, 
(And fo he might if fufFer'd to remain; 
But he forcfaw l)e would be quickly flain) 
And then he added, as a full reply, 
The Lord hath (hewn me he will furely diej; 

* z Eings viil. 7. f Ver. 8. i Vcr. 10^ 



( ) 

I'lc then fo fixt his eyes upon the n:.an, 
As thp' he had conceived his fccrct plan: 
And- loqk'ti until HazacI blufli d for fliame, 
And'teaTS'of forrow from the prophet came. 
Hazad foid\ Why weepcft thou, my lord ? 
('^yii/c.a'nguifh doth my countenance alford ?) 
The-'j[^0tgfe;t <oid him plainly then from 

jJ.f^tpafxVrofe, 'twas from an inward fenfc 
T:^f\ii|^J,hc king of Syria would be, 
AnS^w^mfltl ^i Ifr el fliew his cruelty ; 
Ji\\jjJic^ their ftrong holds will be fct on fire, 
T{t^r'')»bung men will be flain at thy dcfire ; 
Woinjrh with child ript up, and from the ftones 
^\V\T^^<irt^* of Jla^ghrer'd babes the dying 

^V^inhy fervant then a oogt ? faid he,^ 
^^j^ffi0t)t,f^^^ fjch liorrid things of me. 
Stjjj^i^^ftg, faid, he foon return'd to court, 
,^^5g^^'|ing a fhort, but fabe report, 

- ./.^ 2 Kings viii. 12. f Vrr. 13. 
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That he ftiould furely live* ; but in his heart 
Determin'd foon to a8: the traitor's part; 
For on the morrow to his great difg-face. 
He laid a thick wet cloth upon his face ; • 
By which the poor fick king was* quickly . 

deadt, . ' 

And then Hazael reigned in his ftcai^:'''*' ^ • 

Jhough Ahab's houfe had long unpijn^^i 

Whofe dire reward Elijah had forefewi,s f 
And Jezabel the queen was yet alive, • 
Withfev'nty fons, yhq did till now fucyi^jQ*';, . 
The meafure being full, the time drew #gfi, 
When each of them affuredly muft die^i. ; 
And all the things Elijah prophefy'd,.: . ;\.:;v- 7 
Muft very foon be amply verify'd, ' ■-: 
Upon Baal's priefts and people by the fyettcj j 
And come to pafs according to his Vora^t-V 
(About twelve years before) when *twa^;V;; 

appointed, : • • 

That Jehu Ihould be Ifr'el's king anointcdy ' 

f 3 Kings viiL 14. f Vcr. 15. 
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his to fulfil — Eliflia rather chofe 
younger man, in whom he could rcpofe 
) great a truft, and who could fwiftly run, 
md flee for fafety, when the work was done; 
at by Elifha he was firft inftru6led 
ow this affair fliould be by him conduced. 

Radioth-Gilead go thy way, faid he, 

id take this box of ointment norw with thee j 
ill Jfehu out, and with the utmoft care 
aike him afide into a chamber, where v 
ouimay be private, and anoint him there*. -I i 
'hen^this is done, open the door and fleet, 
nd when returned, report the deed to me. 
bis'.ypunger prophet due attention gave 
3 thefe direflions how he fliould behave ; 
nd then for Ramoth Gilead went with fpeed, 
id in the bufinefs thus he did fucceed. 
hen he to Ramoth-Gilead came, he found 
hu with otlier captains fitting round ; 
id.thatjiis ftay but very fliort might be, 
Jehu look'd and faid, I have to thee ^ 

1 errand here — Jehu this anfwer made ; 

) which of us ? And then the prophet faid, 
• z Kings ix. 23. f Vcr. 3. 
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To thee, O captain, am I only; fejit ; 
Then they withdrew, and to a chamber went ; 
lie pour'd the ointment then on Jehu*s hea^. 
Which when he had upon him fully fhed, 
His nTiefTage told; Thus faith the Lord faid he 
I over If: 'el have anointed thee 
To reign as king — and thou (halt alfo fmite 
The houfe of Ahab, and deftroy it quite : 
Avenge my fervants blood which they have 
fpik* 

And from the land remove the load of guilt ; 
Dogs fliall devour the queen at Jezrecl flain,+ 
And no fepulchre her loath'd corpfe con- 
tain J; 

When he had fpoken what he had to fay. 
He ftept unto the door, and went away. 
When he withdrew, the captain afk'd what 

caufe, I 
For that mad fellow's coming to him was. 
Jehu fuppos'd that either from his drefs, ' 
Or what they faw, they might bis errand 

guefs ; 

* 2 liiDgs, ix. 7. t Vcr, 10, J IbiA 
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You know, faid he, the man's communica- 
tion*, 

They faid 'twas falfet, and wanted information. 
He knew his caufe might fufFer by delay. 
Nor on that crifis car'd to lofe a day ; 
He therefore told them what the prophet faid, 
And what he did, but they no anfwer madfe; 
But ev'ry one appear'd to be content. 
And then about the work in hafte they went 
Proclaimed him king, by found of trumpet* 
. there+, 

_ And own'd that they his proper fubjefts were* 
He then requefted every one might ftay. 
That none to Jezreel might the caufe betrayf; 
But he himfelf would go, and firft be there. 
For which he foon his charriot did prepare. 
With armed men fufficient for the guard. 
Which as a king he knew he could reward) 
To go to Jezreel, where king Joram had 
Sometime refided, as his wounds were bad ([ ; 

* 2 Kings, ix. II. f Ver. 12. % Vcrfe 13. 
§ Vcrft I J. 11 Ver. 16, 

S 2 
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Now Ahaziah happen'd there to be, 
Who went his brother Joram then to fee*; 
A watchman flood upon the tow'r, and there 
He Jehu Tpy'd, and all his men appear ; 
I fee a company of men, faid he, 
Which Joram fent a meffenger to fee ; 
Who came to Jehu, faying, Is it peace ? 
But Jehu's conduQ; made their fears increafc; 
For what hafl: thou to dq,with peace ? faid he, 
Turn thee behind mc now, and follow met; 
The watchman feeing, told the king he ftaid, 
(But he beginning then to be afraid) 
Sent out another man to a(k the fame ; 
But when he alfo unto Jehu came 
He alfo ftopp'd, as t'other did before ; 
But Joram failing twice, fent out no more* 
The watchman told the king, that he perceiv'd 
Who Jehu was, which quickly he believ'd ; 
Bccaufe, faid he, he cometh on with fpeed^ 
And drives like Jehu, furiouflyj indeed^ 

• 2 Kings ix. 16. t Vcrft i^. % Vcrfc ic. 



he kings then took their charriots and their 

nd went to meet him too ; Jehoram then 
fk'd if 'twas peace ? he anfwer'd not the 
fame 

te did the men when they to meet him came, 
ut only anfwer'd roughly thus, What peace, 
l^hile yet thy mothers' whoredoms do increafe, 
nd witchcrafts are fo many* ? then he had 
rreat caufe to thmk his cafe was truly bad, 
nd tura'd about, intending to have fled, 
ut Jeha mth an arroAv fhot him deadt ; 
hen in the fields of Naboth he was thrownr, 
i^hich Ahab took from Naboth as his own, 
i^l^en Ahaziah faw Jehoram flain, 
[e fled for fafety, but he fled in vain > 
thu puffa'd him too, whom in his flight, 
e gave commandment in his car to fmite ; 
f Hut they fmote him, yet he bore to ride 
s far as Megiddo, and there he dy'dj. 
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When J ezabel of Jehu's coming heard. 
She, as a queen, for his approach prepar'd; 
Her face fhe painted, and her head attir*d. 
And from her window looked, to be admir'd; 
When through the gate he came, he heard 
her fay, 

Had Zimri peace, who did his matter flay* ? 
But Jehu boldly to the people cry*d, 
With voice extended, Who is on my fidet ? 
And feeing then fome eunuchs by her ftand, 
He gave to them his abfolute command 
To throw her down J; who inftantly comply'd, 
By which that proud, that wicked woman 
dy'd; 

Who was fo bruis'd and maimed by the fall, 
Her blood was fpilt and fprinkled on the wall; 
And horfes too, who trod her under feet§, 
And trampled on her in the open ftreet. 

When Jehu and his men a while had been 
To eat and drink, they thought upon the 
queen ; 

• 3 Kings ix. 3f. f Vcrfc 32, 1 
+ Vcrfc 32, 33. f Vcrfc 33. . 
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Go now, faid he, this curfed woman fee. 
And bury her, becaufe (continued he) 
She is the daughter of a king*; (but queen 
He caird her not, who had fo wicked been) 
But when they came, nought but her palms 

they found, 
With fkuU and feet remaining on the groudt 5 
The greedy dogs had eat the reft with fpeed, 
As by the Lord had been before decreed ; 
When Jehu learn'd her doleful end, he cried, 
Thus from the Lord the Tiflibite propheficd ; 
" The flefla of Jezabel in Jezreel*s plain J, 
The dog« ifhall eat ; her carcafe dung remain 
In Jezrcel's portion on the field; and none. 
Crying this is Jezabel, her death bemoan.*' 

Now Jezreel being but a country feat, 
To Ifr'els kings, for pleafure and retreat, 
All Ahab's children in Samaria were, ■ 
Both for inftruftion, and for proper care, > 
And fcventy fons, we read, redded therej ; J j 

* 2 Kings ix. 34. f Ver. 35. 

1 1 Kings xxi. 23. ^2 Kings x. 1. 
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(For children's fons, as fons, were then 
efteem'd, 

And doubtlcfs fuch of Ahab's fons were 
deem'd.) 

King Jehu therefore to Samaria fends. 
Unto the rulers and the children's friends, 
Advifing them (though only in pretence) 
As they^had arms and men for their defence. 
To choofe among thofe fons which they 

thought fit. 
And then by force of arms caufe him to fit 
On Ifr el's throne* but they were all afraid, 
And in their confultations thus they faid. 
Two kings ftood not, but fell by his com- 
mand, 

Then how can we, faid they, before him 
ftandt ? 

And then they fent a raeflenger to fay, 
We are thy fervants and will .thee obeyf 
And do what thou (halt bid us ; and this thing 
They added alfo, we will make thee king;J; ; 

? z Xings X. a, 3. t Vcr. 4. % Vcr. 5. 



C a»6 ) 

ut little thought what fliortly would befall 
le jjfoufe of Ahab, and the priefts of Baal ;) 
hu to them this anfwer quickly fent, 
you aye mine, and are to fcrve me bent, 
len let the fev'nty fons of Ahab be 
11 (lain by you, and fend their heads to me 
3 this they were obliged to comply, 
id with reluctance fentenc'd them to die, 
hofc heads to Jehu were in Bafkets fent,t 
id one went with them alfo to prevent 
le leaft delay, (as Jehu had defir'd) 
> fay, the heads were brought which he 
required. 

hen Jehu found their heads were there, 
he faid, I 

t them unto the gate be now convey'd, | 

d in two heaps until the morning laid. 

len morning came, the king was quickly 
there, 

d to the people faid, Ye righteous are 
I I againft my matter have confpir'd, 

• z Kings X. 6t t Ver. 7^ 
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But who Hew thefe* ? or who their death 
defir'd ? 

i 

There's not a word Elijah faid lhall fall 
Unto the ground, but be fulfilled allt. 
Concerning Ahab's houfe— and then he flev 
Ahab's relations there^ (and priefts a few) 
With hisgrcat men, who thenat Jezreel wercj 
And' then for his returning did prepare 
But at the /hearing honfe,^ upon the way, 
(Where he perhaps might ttop as well as they 
He Ahazia's brethren chanc'd to meet 
Unto Samaria going, there to greet 
The children of the king and queen j[; and 
thefe 

He order'd then his men alive to fcize : 
And there thefe forty-two were alfo flain.^. 
When this was done he marched on again. 
But as he rode he happen'd lo efpy 
Jehonadab the fon of Rechab nigh, 
And afived him, Is thy heart right as minCj 
Is alfo right herein (faid he) with thine ? 

* 2 Kings X. 9. t Ver. 10. J Ver. 11. 
{ Vcr. 12. II Ver. 13. Ver. 14. 
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Giv^ gte thy hand, come fee my zeal, he cry'd. 
Now for the Lord, and made him with him 
[ yide* 
When they arriv'd, all that did appertain 
To Ahab*s hqufe and family were flain. 
Till not on^ fingle perfon did remaint. 
So vengeance Ahab*s houfe did overt^^ke, 
Becaufe they did the laws of God forfake. 
Thus cruel men are ufed as a rod, 
Tp men more wicked, who forfake their God. 
Jehu did next the people there colleft. 
And then addreflFed them to this efFe6l : 
(As he was ftibtil, fo his fpeech was fly) 
Ahab Terv'd Baal little, much will I J ; 
Let all the priefts of Baal, and people be 
Conven'd together fpeedily to me ; 
-(And he pretended for religion's fake) 
To Baal I've a facrifice to makef, 
A large affembly felemnly proclaim|[. 
For all that Worfhip Baal or own his name; 

; % kings X. 16. t Vcr. 17. % Ver. x8- 
^ Vcr. 19. II Vcr, ao. 
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And he who don't attend fhall furely die : 
To which they all did willingly comply. 
And Jehu then throughout all Ifr'el fent. 
Where all obeyed, and came, with one cohfent; 
That not a man among them all; we find. 
Refused to come, nor one that (laid behind. 
Until the houfe was full from end to endj* 
Then Jehu with Jehonadab his friend 
Enter'd the houfe, and fearch'd it well to fee, 
That none were therejt but thofe he wifli'd 

to be ; • 
And whiift employ'd about their facrifice^ 
Jehu did all his fourfcore men apprife 
Of his defign, and what did then depend - 
Upon their care, the bus'nefs to attend ; 
And told them alfo, if pne got away. 
The man that fpar'd him, with his life Oiould 

And when the facrifices there were ended. 
Or had perform'd what Jehu then intended, 
The guards and captams rulh'd with fword in 
fa^nd. 



And flew them all^, according to command. 
To finifli all, then in their vengeful ire, 
Baal's houfe and image they confum'd with 
firet. 

Thus have I trac'd the j udgments that befel 
A people who prefumed to rebel 
Againft the Lord, as if they meant -thereby. 
His indignation or his ilrength to try ; 
And fee if he that's merciful could be 
By any means provok'd to jealoufy; 
And which at laft with double vengeance 
came 

To their deftru6lion, ruin, lofs, and fhamict; 
As they that will provoke their chiefeft friend, 
Muft lofe his love and favor in the end. 
So they by finning brought on defolation, 
On ihofe among them of exalted ftation, 
Two kings, a queen, and princes of the 
blood ;l 

- Kobles and priefts tojgether — few withftood 
' The roufed juftice of an angry God, 
Judah and Ifrael felt the heavy rod. 

^ f Kings, i> 2S i Ver. 26;- . ^ \> an> 



Jehu the king perfoflm'd all this we fkiA^ 
As for the Lord, according to his mind ; 
(But yet he ferv'd him not with aH his heart)w 
Nor did he trom idolatry depart ;* 
The golden calves he yet retained ftill. 
Yet for this fervice God declared his will. 
That he fo far would his defcehdants own. 
That three fucceeding heirs iDbiould fill his 
• throne ;+ 

JBut had he faithfully the Lord obey'd, 
His heirs the fceptre might have longer 
iway'd. 

But Ahab's houfe of this had notice giv'n, 
By divers prophets from the God of heav'n j - 
But no advice nor warning would they take, • 
Nor their idolatry at ^11 forfake j 
So that the Lord and prophets too were clear^ 
As by their frequent meffages appear. 
This wicked people difbeliev'd, or fought 
The ruin which upon themfclves they brought| 
For God is juft and equal in his ways, 
To whom belongs our worfliipand our praife^ 

*jj]p:ing$?, 31. fVn-. jo.^. 
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13 ut ISIS the fins of Ifr'el did not ceafe^ 
This made the anger of the lx>rd increafe^ 
Who gave them up into Hazael's hand^ 
Who made incurfions often in their land ; 
And thofe diftrefies on them ftill retnain'd^ 
While king Hazael and fienhadad reign'd } 
So that the Ifr'telites were divers ways 
By them oppteflcdi even all their days. 

Now for the fpace of more than fifty years^. 
As by the facred record it appears. 
There is no mention of Elifiia made^ 
*TiU in the reign of Joafh, when 'tis fai<i,. 
That he was fallen fick, and Joafh ca^; 
Wept o'er his face,f when he beheld the 
fame. 

Now this good king the Lprd was pleas'd to 
make 

A favior to his peoplef, for their fake ; 
And theji Elifha (aid (to let him fee 
How much the Syrian ftrengfh fhould 

weaken'd be) • * 

f z Swings xii^, 1^. ^ f V«r. ^ ' 



Take no^ thy bow and arrow in thy hand, 
Open the window, clofely by it ftand, 
Then eaftward look, and let thy arrow fly, 
With which the king did willingly comply; 
And then the prophet faid, This unto thee 
An arrow of deliverance Ihall be,* 
And of releafe from Syrian tyranny. 
To fmite upon. the ground, was his advice, 
And Joafh fmpte ; but only did it thrice : 
^t which the prophet feem'd to be ofFendedj 
Becaufe he did not fmite as he intended ; 
But then Elifha faid unto the king. 
In order further to explain the thing, 
•JThy fmiting five or fix times fliould have 

been, [feen j 

So ftiouldft thou have fo many conquefts 
But as thou haft but only fmittcn three, 
There (hall on Syria no more conquefts be.t 
And when the prophet thus had prophefy'd. 
His fervice being done, we read he dy'd,J; 
And with his matter great is his reward, 
Whofe worthy deeds yet live upon record. 



t'hus dy'd the man of God, fo much approv'dj 
Who by the righteous greatly was belov'd, 
By kings and people valu'd and prefer'd; 
In peace he dy'd, with honor was interr'd. 
Some months had he in his fepulchre laid, 
And then another corpfe was there convey'd j 
A band of Moabite^ then come in fight, 
Did fuddenly the people fo affright. 
They caft the man into Eliflia's grave, 
Which they unbury'd were obliged to leave; 
But when the body did Eliflia's touch, 
The virtue of the prophet's bones was fuch, 
^Or elfe the pow'r of God appear'd fo much) 
The man reviv'd, and flood upon his feet*, 
To own his fervant, thus the Lord faw meet« 

Thus Ifrael and Judah too might fee, 
That he was honor'd in' an high degree; 
Own'd at the plow, proiefted from his birth, 
Own'd in his life, and when entomb'd in earth* 
All generations, when they hear his name, 
With juft applaufe will alfo hear his fame ; 

♦ 2 Kings xiil 21. \ 



Who by ike Lord divinely was infpir'd, 
Efteem'd by many, and by moft admir'd. 

Thus vice's punifliment and virtue's prize. 
Alike inftrufl qs to be early wife. 
Who wretched Ahab's fearful death furveys. 
But hopes a happier end will clofe his days ; 
Let then his heart with watchful caution dread 
To leave the narrow path, the broad to tread ; 
For this purfu'd, to fure deftruflion tends. 
But that in never-fading tranfport ends. 
Who views without a wlfh the like to prove, 
The holy prophets aided from above ; 
Then let each youth a like devotion pay. 
Be as fincere, if not fo fam'd, as they. 
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